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REPORT. 


The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  “mode,  manner  and 
means  by  which  the  act  of. he  18th  of  February,  1816,  re-ehartering 
r  ,  t"ntv  ?  ,  \  f  States  was  passed,  and  also  into  the  conduct 

of  the  stockholders  and  their  agents  under  the  said  law,  since  the  ad 
of  March,  183o,  &c.,  respectlully  report : 

That  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  important  nature  of  the  inquiries 
committed  to  their  charge,  they  have  called  before  them,  and  exam- 
ined  all  the  witnesses,  who,  from  their  official  stations,  or  from  any 
other  circumstance,  they  believed  to  be  acquainted  with  anv  material 
facts  touching  the  matter  ot  inquiry  ;  and  the  result  of  that  investffia. 
Jon  they  now  proceed  to  submit  to  the  House.  It  is  proper  to  remark 
hat  among  the  witnesses  called,  were  five  active  and  leading  merm 
ers  of  the  last  Legislature,  two  of  whom  took  exceptions  to  "certain 
expressions  contained  in  the  preamble  of  the  resolution  under  which 
we  act,  as  impugning  the  character  of  members  of  the  last  legislature, 
and  on  that  ground  protested  against  the  right  of  the  committee  to 
examine  them  as  witnesses.  They  however,  eventually  waived  their 
objections  and  answered  the  interrogations  of  the  committee. 

n  this  subject,  to  justify  the  proceedings  of  the  House  and  the 
committee,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  protests  of  the  witnesses 
are  ounded  on  a  misapprehension  of  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
words  cf  the  preamble,  which  properly  understood  contains  nS  refer* 
lion  on  the  character  of  the  last  legislature,  but  simply  an  expression 
f  opinion  in  »efe  re  nee  to  the  character  of  the  present  House  of  Rep. 
resen  atives.  1  Ins  explanation  the  committee  have  deemed  due  boffi 
to  the  witnesses  and  to  themselves. 

r^^\t'n'nT  *°  lJream;310  and  resolution,  the  committee  were 
satisfied  that  they  were  appointed  to  make  the  inquiries  designed,  m- 
dependent  ol  the  act  of  assembly  incorporating  the  bank— and  that 
consequently  that  institution  was  no  direct  legal  party  to  its  proceed- 
ings,  and  not  entitled  to  notice  of  them  or  to  be  present  and  participate 
In  P  I.  Accordingly  the  committee  gave  no  notice  to  the  officers  of 
e  Lank,  but  conducted  the  investigation  as  if  they  were  not  bound 
to  recognize  its  existence,  or  to  resort  to  its  officers  'for  am  informs. 
Uon  which  they  might  be  supposed  officially  to  possess.  ' 

ihe  evidence  which  the  committee  have  obtained,  and  thought 
worthy  to  be  embodied  in  their  proceedings,  is  plain  and  simple. 
relation  to  the  “mode  manner  and  means,”  by  which  the  act  passed 

ST,nS  °nhe  nnited  S‘at<;S  °f  Pe,lns>h’a™  I  't  is  as 


"or  some  tirne  pri6r  to  the  report  of  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Rep  re¬ 
latives  to  incorporate  the  Bank,  a  number  of  the  friends  and  advo- 
esof  that  institution  expressed  great  anxiety  that  it  should  be  char¬ 
ed  by  Pennsylvania.  The  agitation  of  this  subject  commenced  some 
tc  after  the  election  of  Gov.  Ritner,  and  was  urged  on  towards  ac- 
mplisbment  until  the  5th  of  January,  1836.  When  John  H.  Wal¬ 
ker  and  E.  F.  Pennypacker,  the  one  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Banks,  and  the  other  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  addressed  a  joint  letter  to  Mr.  Biddle,  President  of  the  Bank, 
inquiring  on  what  terms  the  Bank  would  be  willing  to  accept  of  a 
charter  from  Pennsylvania,  and  what  bonus  it  would  he  willing  to  pay. 
To  this  letter  Mr.  Biddle  returned  an  answer  stating  the  terms  on 
which  he  thought  the  stockholders  would  accept  of  a  charter — which 
do  not  much  vary  from  those  contained  in  the  act  of  assembly,  and 
also  the  amount  of  bonus,  which  was  much  less  than  that  contained 
in  the  bill  as  it  finally  passed.  This  letter  was  rsfot  produced  to  the 
committee,  it  is  said  to  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  PI.  Wal¬ 
ker.  Who,  or  whether  any  particular  person  originated  the  measure 
of  incorporating  the  Blank,  has  not  been  shown,  but  this  letter  is  the 
first  step  that  is  proven  to  have  been  taken,  on  the  part  either  of  any 
member  of  the  legislature  or  of  the  Bank.  Mr.  Biddle  in  a  letter  re¬ 
cently  addressed  to  John  Q.  Adams,  denominates  this  letter  of  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Pennypacker  “a  formal  application  on  the  part  of  the 
legislature  to  the  Bank  to  accept  of  a  charter.”  In  this  it  appears  he 
entirely  misunderstood  i he  nature  of  the  communication.  This  letter 
was  written  by  tfrj  gentlemen  not  as  chairmen  of  the  two  committees, 
but  as  private  members,  on  their  owrf  responsibility,  and  without  the 
knowledge  either  of  the  House  or  the  committees  of  which  they  were 
chairmen.  Although  this  was  not  a  “formal  application”  of  the  le¬ 
gislature,  the  reply  to  it  was  the  first  action  on  the  part  of  the  Bank, 
upon  the  subject  so  far  as  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  shows. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle,  when  received,  was  kept  in  the  hands  of  a 
few,  the  fact  that  it  had  been  received  was  communicated  to  none  but 
the  friends  of  the  measure.  In  the  meantime  a  bill  to  incorporate  the" 
bank  was  maturing.  Those  opposed  to  it  were  held  in  profound  ig¬ 
norance  of  what  was  going  forward— -and  finally  on  the  19th  of  Jan¬ 
uary  1836,  a  bill  No.  112,  was  reported  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  by  Mr.  Stevens  from  the  committee  on  “Inland  Navigation  and 
Internal  Improvement.,”  entitled  “an  act  to  repeal  the  state  tax  and  to 
continue  and  extend  the  improvements  of  the  state  by  rail  roads  and 
canals,  and  for  other  purposes  ;”  which  bill  under  the  popular  guise 
©f  repealing  the  state  tax,  and  continuing  ai«d  extending  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  state,  was  in  fact  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  although  this  most  important  part  of  it 
was  not  referred  to  in  the  title. 

This  bill  was  made  the  order  for  the  next  day  after  it  was  reported, 
and  passed  the  third  reading,  on  the  29th  of  January  1836.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day  it  was  presented  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  and  on  the' 


Ifv^0fFebrUaTySaifSedLlhethird  readinS>  and  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary  was  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  in  due  form  became  a  law. 

"r  smf.|p  l’?,!t'on  ,had  been  presented  to  either  House  in  favour 

a^ainsTr^f  "*  "f  VS‘T=  a°d  rePeated  expressions  ofopimo. 
rmuter  »’,!  t  .bfon,  m:ld®  by  ,be  PeGple,  at  every  election  when  this 
sense  of  the  **"  "V|  rou§bt  ho  Pore  them.  A  proposition  to  take  the 
members  to  ,heGP  G  Up0“  at  lbe  elec,ion  ,0  he  held  lor  the  choice  of 
was  rejected.^0  C0nvenll0n  «•"»  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 

tended  S‘T  °flhinSs-  ,fae  P“sage  o^his  fall  was  at- 

Cndoi  with  the  most  vehement  burst  of  indignation  on  the  part  o' 

^dTn  Th  had  °PP°sed  jhe  bank.  Having  been  introduced  and  pa* 
ed  tn  the  manner  already  described,  it  was  honestly  believed  by  many 

pa° Z:no1Z Z  “  Were  eTp,°}ed  b?  ‘be  h-h  to  procure 
,  Pafageo/  the  bill  granting  it  acharter.  This  belief  was  much 

rengthene^by  the  fact  that  during  the  pendency  of  the  bill  before 

of  th^n^lure’  we  ^  deeply  interested  in  the  success 

m  ^^risburg,  and  in  some  instances 
JL®  ,  Pleasure  with  great  -zeal.  And  also  by  the  additional  fact 

n  tvlv  t  ,bUS  pUrP°r"ne  he  repealed,  would  have  expired 

ted  amnn*  i,  J  ,°m™  l,m,f1a.t,O0>  and  lhat  'he  bonus  was  distribu. 

of  the  Stafe  as  ,ony  7"  °bjeC‘S’  aiid  in  80  many  action. 

state,  as  to  carry  the  appearance  of  attempting  to  influence  the 
people  into  a  sanctton  of  the  measure,  by  a  liberal  distrtbution  of  iu 

The  bank  bill  accordingly  met  with  immediate  and  determined  on. 
i-  P^mon.  Large  assemblages  of  the  people  passed  resolutions  against  & 

J  hey  called  for  an  rnvest, gallon  of  the  means  used  to  obtain  its  charter 

the  e,e«ion8  ia* 

S  triumnh  ofih  "  n'T  °U‘  lhe  s,a,e'  Th«  result  was  the  de. 
vesdgadl  '  Oflhose  wh'> d'saPProved  of  the  bank,  and  called  for  in- 

More  than  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represents 
Uves  were  elected  by  voters  who  demanded  .be enquiry,  who  Wieved 
that  rt  was  due  to  the  people,  the  last  Legislature  and  the  Bank  * 

dLtve  e'I  moJr?,t0  “’f  „  And  * guilt  and  corrupt^  w’e£ 

uncovered,  to  proclaim  u  to  the  indignant  voice  of  an  out  ranee!  neo 

.rnetCboIdrDinlof!rCdrrUpti0VVer-  discovered’  to  Proclaim  tin!  ,o« 
in  the  bold  sp.ru  of  candour  and  justice.  The  people  are  always  iust 

They  are  not  more  inflexible  in  punishing  the  guilty  than  they  am* 

mangammous  tn  acquitting  the  innocent.  y 

1  heir  suspicions  were  justly  awakened,  and  for  more  than  a  vesr 
hey  have  teen  unceasingly  calling  for  an  inquiry 7„  o  this  mat 

of'.heoe  "t  TV-  ref°re,0,he  kn°wn  wishes  of  a  large  majoTt, 
of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  this  committee  was  appointed 

hcetnaT"  ^  T°  with  a  d~na.ion  ,o  do 

j£®  *°  a!!  Par‘,es  evolved,  and  have  given  the  subject  all  that  attorn. 

,  which  a  due  regard  to  its  importance  and  the  other  duties  devoir 

mg  upon  them  as  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  ^ 
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nut:  and  they  are  free  in  saying  that  no  evidence  has  been  given 
•which  would  go  to  implicate  either  the  officers  of  the  Bank  or  any 
member  of  the  legislature,  of  using  any  corrupt  means  to  procure  the 
act  of  incorporation. 

Your  committee  did  not  find  it  possible  in  consistency  with  the 
other  duties  devolving  on  them  to  visit  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  nor  did 
they  as  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  alone,  conceive 
it  to  be  proper  in  them  to  call  on  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  for  an  ex¬ 
hibition  of  their  books  and  papers.  They  therefore  called  such  per¬ 
sons  before  them  at  this  place,  as  they  had  reason  to  believe  would  be 
able  to  give  evidence  which  would  be  important  in  the  inquiry. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  stockholders  and  the  agents  of  the 
bank,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  l@th  of  February,  1856,  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  committee  establishes  the  following  facts; 

First.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  proved,  that  the  Bank  has  establish¬ 
ed  agencies  in  the  city  of  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  elsewhere 
out  of  this  state.  Although  it  has  not  appeared  in  evidence  that  any 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  heretofore  in  the  use  of  the  people 
of  this  commonwealth  has  been  abstracted,  yet  one  of  the  leading  ar-  - 
guments  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  was  to  increase  the' 
amount  of  capital  in  Pennsylvania;  in  this  the  inducements  held  out 
have  not  been  realized. 

Second.  It  is  also  established  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  last  Legislature,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  out 
the  five  dollar  and  other  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  chartered  by  Congress. 

In  the  sixth  article  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation 
by  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  there  is  the  following  provision. 

“  And  the  notes  and  bills  which  shall  be  issued  by  order  of  the  said 
corporation,  or  under  its  authority  shall  be  binding  upon  it  and  those 
made  payable  to  order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  but  none 
shall  be  issued  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

If  then  the  Bank  issued  these  five  dollar  notes  “as  their  own  notes” 
it  was  a  manifest  violation  of  its  charter.  It  is  said  however  that 
such  notes  were  not  issued  as  their  own  notes,  but  paid  out  in  the 
same  way  they  would  pay  out  the  notes  of  any  other  bank.  It  is  for 
the  Legislature  to  say  whether  this  right  exists,  and  if  it  does  not, 
what  remedy  should  be  provided  to  prevent  a  recurrence. 

It  could  have  derived  no  such  right  by  virtue  of  the  transfer  which 
took  place  of  the  effects  of  the  old  bank  to  the  new.  The  bank  as 
chartered  by  Congress  did  not  possess  the  right  to  issue  notes  after 
the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  it  is  obvious  it  could  not  confer  on 
others,  a  right  it  did  not  itself  possess.  The  act  of  incorporation  of 
the  old  Bank  expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1856,  as  appears  from  the 
7th  section  of  the  said  act.  By  the  st  section  of  same  act,  it  is  provi¬ 
ded,  that  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  termjfor  which  the  said 
corporation  was  chartered,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  the  corporate  name, 
style  and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of  suits  for  the  final  settlement 
tmd  liquidation  of  the  affairs  md  Accounts  of  the  corporation ,  and 
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for  thesaie  and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real  personal  and  mixed 
mt  not  for  any  other  purpose,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever 
oor  for  a  period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
.erm  of  incorporation.  All  the  power  then  possessed  by  the  old 

.-  •nk  tha  ad  °,f  March>  18a6>  to  settle  and  wind  up  its  al- 
hfr  ?°  author,,y  10  re,ssue  its  notes,  and  possessing  no  such 

Sgnee  ’  “  "  ‘mp°Sibl<S  f°r  *  ‘°  traasfcr  •»/  -cl,  power  to  fts 
Third, •  It  is  in  proof  that  the  bank  for  some  time  after  the  orant  of 

thercti<;: of  purchasiDs-  °r  ««•>•, « «!::  SL 

»t  Ti  :r  "8  fr0m  the,r  customers  at  a  discount  of  one  per 
-ent,  bank  notes  of  our  own  state  institutions.  ** 

whether  this  or  any  of  the  other  two  points  above  noticed  relative 
he  conduct  of  their  stockholders  and  their  agents  since’ the  rrs. 

rtasssstts  sr*  -  « saa 

•  Your  committee  believe  the  Legislature  possess  full  power  to  re¬ 
lated  itslhanerr^  thaT  'f*nk  .when  “.atnPears  <°  have  wilfully  vio- 

^  happiness  of  the  people  of  this  commonSth.  It  is  ‘  p iT 
uple  of  justice  recognized  in  all  civilized  nations,  that  fraud 

v  a"y  co,,tract  into  between  the  nllic  lr“d  nivam 

citizens,  and  between  private  citizens  themselves  ;  or,  if  ft and  should 

^f  anvt’  n°r  TR  be  a,1eged’  yet  if  il  is  found  that  the  existent 
any  corporation  ,s  prejudicial  to  the  liberty  or  happiness  of  fhe 

tr  I0r^“bLeX,S,S  °Ptke  power  of  the  legisla.ur^to  repeal  its  ch^ 

Zh*%:bn  r  f  -SS  i!?aws°a!terS 

&  Xi-ssrjEi.  r/ric. 

•appears  to  hp  pnnri  a  1  Pt 1  ]pcipJes  upon  which  the  banking  system 

to  be  conducted  Unless  effective  guards  are  sDeedi  vtotm! 
«uced5  experience  shows  the  tendpn™  tk*  \  speeauy  ratro» 

si  rely,  the  rich,  to  the  great  l nfurv $ all  olhiW  l°rbfefits  excl”~ 
ty.  Bv  over  issues  of  n^r  m  ^  aJ  0t"er  ?^asses  °f ttie  communi- 

drafts  drawn  on  other  places  bv  ^  CXr  C-!??  beay.y  premiums  on 
favored  few,  they  have it !ReihtHm  of>ecu,ati™  *°  * 
«Bce  of  wealth  and  to  grind  and  nnLP  *lat  °nce  (?  .,ncrease  the 
«**  and  mechanfcXltoirf^Lt^^'8''’3  farmer’  tra<fe>- 

Exclusi7Kprmletres  shou’ld  be  eZTl °/  ,b‘ngS  0,i8ht  n°!  (o  exist— 

*hich could  be  brough  to  l!argunn  n  •  °  .°ne,C,asj.  °f  •'■di*id«ataW 

gw  to  bear  upon  or  injuriously  affect  the  interests 
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of  any  other  portion  of  the  community ;  and  entertaining  these  news, 
although  they  do  not,  strictly  speaking,  come  within  the  sphere  of  the 
(kities  assigned  to  this  committee,  they  have  been  induced  to  express 
them,  and  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  measures  will  ere  long  be  adopted 
in  this  commonwealth,  to  avert  the  progress  of  this  dangerous  spirit 
of  monopoly,  and  to  establish  efficient  protective  guards,  and  rear 
impenetrable  ramparts  around  and  about  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  people.  In  view  of  the  early  meeting  of  the  convention,  deriving 
ka  functions  from  the  people,  and  clothed  with  much  more  enlarged 
powers  than  the  legislature,  the  grave  and  important  subjects  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  banking  system,  which  has  now  become  so  intimately  in¬ 
terwoven  with  the  concerns  of  the  commonwealth,  will  doubtless 
claim  their  deliberate  consideration,  and  an  introduction  by  that  body 
into  the  constitution  of  such  restrictions  and  limitations,  both  as  re¬ 
gards  the  amount  of  capital,  liabilities  and  issues  of  paper,  as  in  their 
wisdlom  might  be  deemed  prudent,  would  tend  to  correct  many  of  the 
evils,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  now  exist  in  the  system  of 
hanking,  and  also  by  limiting  the  denomination  of  notes  to  ten  dollars. 
Much  good,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  would  result  therefrom, 
in  guarding  the  interests  of  the  community  against  sudden  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  the  money  market,  and  in  making  gold  and  silver  the  princi¬ 
pal  circulating  medium.  As  the  committee  design  herewith  to  report 
all  the  testimony  taken  during  the  investigation,  they  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  be  as  concise  in  this  report  as  possible,  and  therefore  in 
conclusion  barely  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  ees- 
alteration  of  the  subject. 


kkpokt 


OF  THE 


MINORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE, 


.  ^undersigned  members  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  ennuis 
into ‘‘the  mode,  manner  and  means,  by  which  the  act 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  the  last  session  ol  the  leXlature 
nas  passed,  dissenting  1  rom -several  of  the  views  taken  bv°  the  ma' 
Jonty,  avail  themselves  of  the  mode  allowed  them  by  the  rules  oi'  Z 
House,  to  record  the  following  reasons  of  their  dissent. 

he  undersigned  have  great  pleasure,  in  concurring  in  the  frank 
acquittal,  which  the  committee  have  announced  in  the^?  report  of  the 
Bank,  its  officers,  and  agents,  and  of  the  late  legislature,  of  any  thin^ 
like  corruption,  or  of  having  been  actuated  by  any  other  than  nnr! 
and  patriotic  motives,  m  the  adoption  ofa  measure  of  such  importance 

«ens!"elyneS.  Wh'Ch  PrejuJ'CB  a“d  pa3sion  bave  been  80  «’ 

^  ^  draW,fr°m  lhia  result,  -  salutary  lesson  and  the 
gned.  see  111  !ta  chee™ig  demonstration,  that  let  excitement  be 
as  great  as  it  may,  there  is  a  sure  triumph  for  the  principles  of  iustic* 
and  truth,  and  an  inborn  sense  of  right  and  wrong^  which  must  ulth 
e  y  prevail  over  accidental  and  temporary  delusion.  Ever  since  the 
passage  of  the  Bank  bill,  the  public  mind  has  been  agitated  -  charges  of 

ZTTnd  °?(Xl  deH^y,  have  been 

and  too  often  credited,  in  relation  to  the  very  subicct  Sunnnrt 

and°no°n-t0  Bunk’  h3S  6000  t0°0ften  m^e  the ‘sole  political^ test 
d  no  pains  have  been  spired  to  induce  the  people  to  Relieve  that 

having  been  betrayed  by  faithless  and  vena!  agents  thev  had 

ought  to  exercise,  what  the  undersigned  honestly  believe  to  t 

extreme  remedy  of  revolutionary  redress.  Happily  for  the  prospects 

ln!.w  rrnp  JnWef  ,’  t'0nTrably  f9r  ,be  hi'herto  unsullied  fame  of 
repubhean  Pennsylvania,  whose  reputation  has  never  yet  been  stained! 
either  by  an  act  of  legislative  corruption,  or  illegal  violenc?  thL 
tion,  these  fears  and  these  suspicions,  are  now  put  at  rest  forever 
A  majority  of  the  present  House  of  Representatives,  elected 
to  the  report,  on  principles  ofavowed  hostility  to  the  Bank  and  in  nhJ 
dtence  to  popular  opinion,  directed  this  investigation  to  made, 


ilpen  made  fully  and  without  respect  to  persons.  No  enquirj 
h  »«^ued- every  witness  that  was  summoned  appeared,  every  wit 
;  S  L  answered  all  the  questions,  which  the  mgenu..; 
and  skdl  of  the  majority  could  devise.  No  constitutional  right  U  ; 
et  ind  mute,  real  or  imaginary,  was  set  up  to  impede  or  obstiuc  I 
lurse  of  enquiry.  No  party  to  the  trial  was  present,  to  arrest  th 
bourse  of  testimony  by  cross  examination  of  witnesses,  or  to  discuss  ;j 
after  U  wa'  ^en.  And  yet,  under  all  these  circumstances,  theresuj 
has  been  what  we  have  just  stated,  and  the  friends  and  enemies  of  1 
i)  Rk  have  with  equal  readiness,  come  to  the  cone,  us  ion  that  the  j 
Sion  and  the  late  legislature,  were  alike  free  from  any  imputa.io 
0f  bavin®  been  either  the  agents,  or  objects  of  corruption,  or  in  _ 
lanouaae  of  the  majority  that  “no  evidence  has  been  given  whu 

wmMgo  to  implicate  either  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  or  any  men 
ben  'oAhe  Legislature,  of  using  any  corrupt  means  to  procure  tl 
art'J  incorporation .”  On  this  result,  so  honourable  to  the  sense 

fustfee  on  tte  part  of  the  majority,  and  to  the  fair  fame  of  our  pred 
lessors,  so  conclusive  in  its  refutation  of  the  numberless  charg 

against  the  individuals  who  have  charge  of  the  administration  oft 

Bank  and  so  pregnant  with  benefit  to  the  community  in  remov  mg 
mo  t  inappropriate  means  of  political  excitement,  the  undersigned  s, 
eerely  congratulate  the  House  and  our  common- constituents. 

Had  tl* majority  done  no  more  than  announce  tr*  result  oft 
investigation,  no  expression  of  individual  opinion  would  have  been  i 

oi-ired  from theundersigned, ‘but theircolleagues  Having  t  otig n  '( 
?o  accompany  it.  with  the  assertion  of  certain  matters  of  doctrine 
w41  as  nohev  in  which  we  cannot  concur,  self  respect  and  the  des 
'feel  [o  be  accurately  understood  by  Ihoselo  whom  we  are  a 
Z Sle”  forbid  our  silence.  We  propose  very  briefly  to  nohee  th 
jKiints,  and  first  such  as  are  immediately  connected  with  the  suhj  . 

8!T"xhe  undersigned  differed  from  the  majority,  in  the  view  taken 
the  latter  that  the  enquiry  should  1)0  prosecuted,  without  notice  to 
party  whose  rights  were  to  be  affected,  that  is  the  Bank  of  the  bm 
States.  If  the  undersigned  distinctly  understand  the  reason  given 
course  adopted  by  the  majority,  it  is  “that  the  committee  was  - 
pointed  to  make  the  enquiries  designated,  independent  of  the  act 
corpo  rating  the  Bank,  and  that  consequently  that  institution  »  > 
direct  legal  party  to  the  proceedings,  and  therefore  not  entitled  t 
fZ  ”  As  neither  of  the  undersigned  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a 
Sessional  education,  or  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  subtle  dtstm  ■ 
which  professional  habits  enable  others  to  perceive,  tn  »om  . 
sure,  distrust  their  ability  to  refute  the  ingenious  logic  of  their  , 
leagues ;  all  they  have  to  rely  on,  are  certain  old  fashioned  no  . 

the  rights  of  their  citizen,  which  may  mislead  their  judgment, 

from  which  in  this  case,  they  confess  tnej _  have  been  unable  tod 

themselves.  If  the  majority,  in  saying  the  »  “  ’ 

wal  party”  to  the  proceedings,  mean  to  assert  that  an  tssu. 
*9rmidly  made  out,  and  pleadings  regularly  net  forth  between 
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!  ”f  r  :h:  5'-? 

to  °ecJ1Rical  objections,  they  res' 

-  -  .<*4 SS,St  zSKtefts  •“» 


Dial  or  informa  ,  when  I ustlC  ’  i8  k  ‘  Proceedings,  whether  for- 
body  of  men,  cn^u^  Zit  or  ilie  Pretext.  No  man  or 

explanation, and  innocence  mn-t  V  10'*  1”  °PPor!unity  defence  or 
trial  withou  such  ZoZZtT  I 1  SP°'ftSS  ,ndeed*  ,hat  “•>  ««nd  a 

;ip.. ,h,  itakSE,' 


-  eipte  that  the  Bank  it^T  *'  j  Dot “  ,he  ieast  »«»  iheprin- 
I  ou^itted.^Theunde^si'oieiT^ever  f^  2®enls  ^ave  been  honourably'  ac- 
f  be,  but  they  fell  at  the  time  the  He  *■  °  mo™®nl  doubted  that  thev  would 

give  noticed  to  tanfflrtPwT  °f‘helmnjorU-v  'vas  made  to 

led  that  at  leasf^  ™  “VdT  ft*8**?  S* 

CO  difference,  so  far -as  rivht  ;«  ™  f  ,  ,  undersigned  see 

Of  thirty-five  milUo®  a^d  the  no  **,ween  !he  cas«  of  a  bank 

»alieys,  between  the  se'llihw  of  n  e^t  coa!,8er  that  labours  in  our 

notice  is  always  resumed  fa„d  the 

not  be  pretended  rh^f  ,,i '  resumption  ol  a  charter.  It  will 

would  riofhavfbeen  adopted' hTdafl'reH  5eC">  direc^  the  -auk 

"r  a  violation  of  i^Xne^e'^  bccn.  found  ia  i!s  inception 
certain  if  such  hid  bee“the Toi °^ked'^ 

-  W,  and  a,5S;S  t  ^1^“'*^ 

‘he  barite  were  summoned  ™d  Pyn,, ;  ff  *  V-  b  ar^  directors  of 
?nd  thus  in  consequence  of  this  resort  to  suh  "Ir  ^ieir  °®Cial  acts* 

scird  ts^Hvn -KKS2 

Wpj£:Srr-t5 

hen  it  mattered  not  to  the  rommi?tl lhe  incorporated  it, »» 

ollar  bills  and  di^lf  ““ "e" ?  ,T  1  fi" 

one  :t  lndenendenl  of  *  P^pei  or  not,  if  all  was  to  he 

vittee  had  no ,  h?n"  to  c^whh  -e-porattng  the  bank,”  then  the  com. 

Ct.  It  would  be  quhe  -s  intelli^H  6  ,Under  °r  CC!ltrar'’  the 

f  this  Mouse  could  proper W  felt  "T  ^  that  a  committee 
trictlv  settled,  “  independent”  of  ,'hf’f‘'n '  ’®  ,dlsPosa)  of  »«  estate 
bat  this  enquiry  3 'bet-uitr  d  and  °r  ,w^h  seuled  ■>.«• 

>e  act  incor^rafin-  the  hank  Th  d  .d  t0ndu,c!e!i  independently  of 

ce  of  the  thejus- 

^e.ne  force  of  the  reasoning  which  Us to  ju^v  it  now  ^  d°  n0t 

t.'f  the  ^Zy  °of  fhfeond.ict  'of  Z"  ffe  "* 
rst,  the  paying  out  at  the  counter  „ th  7r,“hr' 

ein,  the  five  dollar  bills  o r  the  old  tank  of  52,  United  ®T  *° 

her  hank.  The  state  of  the  .acts  as  ..roved  beWthet  °r 

simply  tats.  It  is  in  fact  so  perfectly  pia;n  that  ,h’ 


•  undersigned  are  at  a  “  loss  to  imagine  how  it  even  could  be  misu 
atood.  By  the  second  section  of  the  charter,  the  bank  of  the  U 
States,  is  clothed  with  “the  same  privileges  and  authority  giv< 
law  to  any  bank  within  this  commonwealth,  subject  to  the  rule, 
restrictions  hereinafter  provided.”  It  is  then  provided  in  the 
article,  “that  the  notes  and  bills  which  shall  be  issued  by  order  o 
corporation  or  under  its  authority,  shall  be  binding  upon  it,  and 
made  payable  to  order  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  but 
shall  re-issued  of  a  denomination  less  than  ten  dollars.”  In  p© 
fact,  as  well  as  of  law,  the  bank  has  never  issued  a  note  und< 

-  dollars,  which  was  actually  or  virtually  its  own,  and  to  its  own 
—notes  made  and  executed  under  its  authority,  only  does  th< 
-hi  bit  ion  apply.  If  the  reasoning  of  the.  other  side  of  this  questi 

-  correct,  then  if  a  customer  were  to  come  to  the  counter  of  the 
-and  ask  in  change  for  specie,  a  five  dollar  bill  of  the  Girard  bank 

obtain  it,  it  would  be  the  issuing  of  a  note  of  a  denominatioi 
than  ten  dollars,  end  as  such  a  violation  of  the  charter.  Ybtr 
can  suppose  such  a  case  was  contemplated  by  the  prohibition 
•  charter.  Nor  does  the  imaginary  identity  of  the  notes  ot  the  o 
the  new  bank  affect  the  question,  they  being  utterly  and  in  all  re 
,  distinct.  The  present  bank  receives  in  the  course  of  its  busine 
.notes  of  various  other  banks, and  among  them  the  notes  oft! 
bank  of  the  United  States.  When  its  customers  want  these  note? 
should  not  the  bank  furnish  them?  There  is  no  more  reason  wl 
bank  should  not  pay  out  the  notes  of  the  late  bank  of  the  l 
States,  than  that  they  should  not  pay  out  the  notes  of  the  ( 
bank,  or  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania.  Suppose  the 
at  Harrisburg  were  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  late  or  the  p 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  any  -member  of  the  legislature 
-ed  to  receive  them,  why  should  not  the  Harrisburg  bank  giv€ 
to  him?  And  if  the  Harrisburg  bank  can  do  it?  why  should  n 
Kbank  of  the  United  States  do  it?  So  far  as  the  issuing  and m 
i  five  dollar  bills  goes,  the  state  banks  have  the  advantage  of 
able  to  do  so;  in  all  other  respects,  they  stand  on  the  same  k 
SEach  may  pay  out  at  its  counter,  notes  of  other  banks  under  t< 
lars.  This  being  the  view  the  undersigned  take  of  this  mattei 
shave  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  the  paying  out  the  bills  < 
*©Id  bank  when  asked  for  at  their  counter,  the  bank  has  ncte 
►perfect  propriety,  and  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  letter  and  spin 
charter. 

The  undersigned  are  happy  in  being  able  to  believe  that  the 
ity  are  by  no  means  clear  in  a  different  opinion  from  the  one  j 
pressed,  and  that  the  argumentative  statement  of  the  question  n 

report  by  no  means  implies  its  decision. 

With  regard  to  the  allegation  and  proof,  that  the  bank  has  re 
the  notes  of  other  state  institutions  at  a  discount  of  from  a  qua 
one  per  cent,  the  undersigned  will  observe  that  the  majorit}  i 
state  the  fact  without  adding  any  other  opinion  of  the  right, 
that  it  may  be  considered  a  doubtful  one.  Tho  undersigne 


,TK7-  u°gard  il  as  Perfec(|y  consonant  with  the 
the  extent  to  which  it  is  proved  to  have  gone,  and  highly 

'°. tl>e  m'n  of  ba-SS.  Thelate 

n  the Lbi *  ,  ,nng  ‘he  lwent-v  >'ears  of  its  existence, 

in  tile  Habit,  when  its  customers  came  to  make  their  deposites  of 

mg  occasionally  a  note  uncurrent  in  the  city.  Sometimes  without 

barge  at  all-sometimes  with  a  small  charge  fouled  on  “he 

b  Vhrwnsddexpen!rroffRding  i(  10  ,he  di3,“m  bank  for  par- 

;  [°r  ,he  accommodation  of  the  dopes, tor-it 

,  a  sacnfice  fn  ih!  ^  b?Cau3Rkhe  would  otherwise  be  driven  to 
9untrv  f  *  r  °  l;,s.coun*ry  notes,  and  it  protected 

by  ail  the  banks™  All' ^(e',r“lat!on.of  their  PaP®r.  This  was 
ipm!n  !t  banks  .  All  the  banks  nave  a  clear  right  to  do  it, 

,  L  in  I  bus,ness  are  deeP'y  interested  in  sustaining  that  rh-ht. 

1  "  p, bu3mess  comes  l0  a  bank  in  Philadelphia  with  a  noil  of 

.  m  Pittsburg,  and  wishes  it  collected,  the  bank  agrees  to  collect 

:h,m  and  charges  a  quarter  per  cent,  or  two  per  cent,  for  the  col 

°*  rbere  Pan  be  no  doub'  of  the  power  of  the  bank  to  do  so 
isanrui  man  brings  the  note,  not  of  an  individual  in  Pittsbuin  but 

o  collecfit  forg’  ^  'V‘ShCS  ",atcol!ected>  wby  cannot  thetenk 

L  iJtha  flT'7irOr'tW0  b6r  if,he  depositor  chooses 
^  it  what  possible  difference  is  therein  the  two  cases  ?  It 

“t^e  thirthe  di  ^ ■th"'  r  T  dear,y  in  evidenco  tefore  «£ 

y  V?  -m*  lh  dls^ountlng  of  this  uncqrrent  paper,  however  Ie» 
iefensibje,  was  altogether  the  act  of  the  tefleriand  clerks  with 
^authonty  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  that  it  was  done  exclu- 
■  he  accomodation  of  depositors  in  the  bank,  who  so  far  from 
=nng  ,t  a  grievance,  regarded  it  as  a  matter  o f  very  great  con 


t  l  "1  '  v  J6  comal"lfe  ba'’c  referred  to  the  agencies  ah 

be  established  by  the  hank  in  other  states,  and  seem  to  think 

d‘  “  d  .ffuslon caP‘lal  is  no,  conducive  to  the  Sit  fi 
me  authors  of  the  hank  are  admitted  to  Have  contemplated  _ 
.  ncies  ol  the  bank  out  of  Pennsylvania,  and  which  are  descri- 
majority  as  being  at  New  York,  New  Orleans  and  else 
are  behoved  to  be  altogether  three  in  number.  One  in  each 
ties.],, st  named,  and  one  being  that  which  is  described  bv  the 
(  nsive^ elsewhere  of  the  majority,  in*  the  state  of  Geonia  — 

Sides""1  The  effi-  anlV'r  as  many  aseni’ies  as  in  «»  ihe 
ngadverseto  the  interests  of, he  commonwealth  ,  i  di rec  k 

tate  trade  a^  1  ^  '°  bril*  bt™  "i'her,  a* 
date  trade  and  general  intercourse  between  oilier  aoints 

apdvama.  A  view  is  taken  by  .be  majority,  of, he  motived 

iduced  the  charter  of  the  bank  by  the  last  legislature,  to  «  hich 

isigner  cannot  assent.  Alter  stating  very  frankly  that  it  has 

ared  in  evidence  that  any  portion  of  the  capiia  V  he  Lnk 

re  in  he  use  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  has  been 

.  say  tnat  “one  of  the  leading  arguments  in  favour  of 
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the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  to  increase  the  amount  of  capital  in  Penn-  j 
sylvania.  In  this  the  inducements  held  out  have  not  been  realized.  ) 
Now  the  undersigned,  two  of  whom  were  members  oft  he  last  leg  sla* 
ture,  never  understood  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bank,  to  be 
that  its  charter  would  increase  the  banking  capital  of  this  state,  to  the; 
extent  oi  its  authorized  capital,  as  seems  to  be  the  idea  of  the  majority. 
To  retain  what  was  here  already,  not  increase  it  in  such  a  ratio,  was 
the  object  and  the  argument,  and  in  that  according  to  the  express  ad» 
mission  of  the  majority,  they  have  not  been  disappointed,  no  portion 
of  thel  capital  previously  employed  here,  having  been  diverted 
by  its  agencies  or  otherwise. 

The  undersigned  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  examine  the  historical 
details  which  the  majority  have  given  in  regard  to  the  mode,  roannei 
and  means  in  which  the  bill  chartering  the  bank  was  reported  ant1 
passed.  The  narrative  given  by  the  majority,  the  undersigned  in  th< 
main,  believe  to  be  correct,  being  a  paraphrase  of  twenty  or  thirty  page* 
of  the  Journal  without  any  especial  claims  to  novelty  or  interest. 

The  exceptions  taken  by  the  majority  to  the  mysterious  title  of  tht 
bill  need  not  be  adverted  to.  The.  act  seems  to  have  been  perfect!) 
intelligible  to  all  parties,  and  as  such,  to  have  been  fairly  and  deliber 
ately  discussed  and  approved.  That  its  passage  should  have  produce* 
temporary  excitement  was  to  be  expected.  That  the  excitement  ha 
for  a  long  time  been  passing  by,  and  is  now  definitively  ended,  w< 
gratefully  believe. 

The  undersigned  do  not  with  the  majority  believe,  that  the  peopl 
at  every  or  any  election  have  fairly  pronounced  judgment  agains 
the  measure  adopted  by  the  last  legislature.  So  far  from  it,  that  a 
the  only  election  where  the  question  was  fairly  put  to  the  peopk 
the  election  for  the  delegates  to  the  convention,  the  decisio: 
was  in  its  favor.  As  the  majority  has  adverted  to  this  subject,  th 
undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  never  was  so  sig 
nal  a  rebuke  given  to  all  who  would  in  obedience  to  rash  impulse 
trample  on  the  restraint  which  a  constitutional  form  of  govermner, 
creates,  as  at  the  election  to  which  we  have  referred.  Public  senti 
ment  was  then  uttered  in  tones  too  emphatic  to  be  misunderstood  c 
forgotten.  It  was  then  proclaimed  that  there  was  a  limit  to  party  vie, 
lence  and  excitement — that  the  rights  and  property  of  the  peopij 
whether  individual  or  corporate  were  guarded  by  a  barrier  vvhicj 
should  not  be  passed  with  imptinity.  The  violation  of  the  rights  c 
property,  the  forcible  resumption  of  charters  fairly  conferredand  hor 
estly  paid  for,  the  cancelling  of  contracts  whether  made  between  ma 
and  man,  or  the  community  and  individuals,  was  significantly  and  st 
lemnlv  denounced  by  the  judgment  of  that  tribunal  from  which  thcr 
is  no  appeal. 

Without  following  the  majority  through  their  discussion  of  th 
principles  of  banking,  which  are  admitted  not  to  be  strictly  within  th 
scope  of  the  duties  delegated  to  them,  and  from  most  of  which  ar 
utterly  irreconcilable  with  sound  policy,  and  public  economy,  the 
entirely  dissent.  The  undersigned,  will  in  conclusion,  and  in  aver 
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rnment  in  alfm-Vrl'v  on!s  forms  ote  C°hSt,!Utl'jn81  P°Wer  of  lhe  go»- 
n'sh  to  argue  it,  hut' merely  to  tmieT 7 d  ri8hls-  They  do  "°«- 
laving  to  their  constituents  to  pass  jud^i^ <l1‘,llber!Ue 0pi“ions» 
lose  ot  their  colleagues.  The  u ndi,«  °  J j°“  be  colltrast  wlttl 

owerortheLegisiarure  torene^  a  ch  f'ler  d?  DOt  bel:eve  in  *»>• 

if  violation  afterwards  making  the  h  er  f°r  (™ud  *n  its  inception, 

nd  tiie  foifeiture.  Sti’ll  less  do  the'vT  tbe  iucl£es  of  the  Iraud 

iv  Legislature,  because  it  may  tlL  0^1“  ‘°  "  the  powcl'  of 

the  people  to  repeal  it.  They  do  believe  th*  ,°n?1ro“s  °r  lnjunous 
lets  within  the  meaning  nf  tlL  believe>  that  ail  charters  are  con- 

.ey  hold  to  the  principle  as  afdTw T°7  as  sucil  Protected. 

"hat  an  act  inclpZtmllcomnaZ  7  7T  Sn*der’  in  l*Vi: 

■cs  of  the  nature  of  a  contract  ^asai^t  .,uan.kmS  purpose*,  par - 
re  is  a  constitutional  prohibition  ”  sparring  of  which, 

'  nPn  o  aK  •>  ...  .  i  • 


i/j  .  pi  vmutzion.  7  ^ 

^lle.n  a.  charter  contains  a  provision  fnr  >k 

ure  judicially  of  otherwise  that  m  a  *'  ^  he  question  oi  for* 
when  no  provision  exLS  ,7* t  "T  be  folded; 

authority,  by  which  it  can  be  trie^T  lribunaJs  iiave  a  common 
expressly  reserved  can  a  Ip  i  t*  n  no  case»  unless  the  power 
^he  general  recotition  of  ofh  ^  ^  a  ch^ter  forfeited, 
e,  would  in  the  opinion  of  ^  7  doctrines  thaa 

theory  of  our  constitutional  system  anTime’l  ^  at,  var]ance  with 
security  and  ri^ht  of  nroneiA/  i’  u  r,y  subversive  of  all 
d.  °  °‘  P'°Periy.  which  government  is  intended  to 


ionor  ther  "  S  ^  7*  f°  add  <be  «- 

lourlv  before e^S  ;irLan<tTfi,'med  What  is  P-* 
Id  Slates  by  the  LftSw,  ,  re-charter  of  lhe  Bank  of  the 
patriotic  forecast  Tht8'  r  r  iWff  measn,e  of  policy, 
us  to  consider  d  so  Bn  f  ,1  ^  '°  ‘he  trt’asury  "lone,  em 

have  been  renen  ej  and  i^tcT-T  *>»  ixe. 

';ated  :  and  the  public  improvements  arrested  Tilth;  IT® 
iy  arrested,  and  there  i«  nn«  ,a# ,  la-s  '‘as  been 

idvance  of  our  great  com  Reason  to  doubt  the  tranquil  and 

provement  and  intellectual  culture*  '  l!1|,herf.mi'?r-ifi-cie‘lt  seheme* 
itted.  Ual  cul‘ure.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 

WILLIAM  b.  fling, 
JOHN  PARKER, 

WALTER  OLIVER. 


TESTIMONY. 


Harrisburg,  February  18,  1837. 

Committee  met, 

Mr.  E.  F.  Pennypacker  was  called  before  the  committee. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Pennypacker  was  excused  from  testifying  till 
Monday  next  at  3  o’clock  P.  M. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  3  o  clock  on 
Monday  afternoon  next. 


Monday ,  Febrvary  20,  1837. 

Committee  met. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Pennypacker,  called,  and  read  a  protest  against  to 
power  and  proceedings  of  the  House  and  committee.  He i  «as  1 
affirmed  to  give  evidence  touching  the  subject  matter  of  the  inve 

gation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker, 

Resolved,  That  the  protest  just  read  by  Mr.  Pennypacker  he  en- 
tered  on  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore, 

The  resolution  was  postponed  for  the  present. 

Quest,  by  the  Chairman.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  legislature^ 
this  state'  during  the  whole  or  any  part  of  last  session,  anc  .  y 

ffieA whole  of  its  session,  and  was  chairman  of  the  commit.ee  on 

baQkSr>id  John  H.  Walker  and  yourself  address  a ^  Niches 
Biddle  in  relation  to  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank  by 

legislature  tQ  Njcholas  Biddle,  asking  him  to  state 

upon  'lat  terms  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would  accept  a  char- 

ier  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  What  was  the  date  of  the  letter? 

A.  About  the  5th  or  7th  of  January  of  last  year. 
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Q.  Did  you  write  the  letter  ? 

m»  b“ 1  m  »«' 

f«Uetler  Signed  b-v  yonwdf  aad  John  H.  Walker,  dated 
Q.  Adams]  Sated  SeToTh"  Ma:ch,1V3@NiCh°,aS  BW*°  Job” 

letter?  March>  1838’  a  correct  copy  of  that 

A.  I  bolieve  it  was, 

Q.  Did  you  in  any  part  of  said  letter  state  that  you  and  Mr  W,i 

£@Sa  "m  “  “  «*—  -  ’»• 

Jm  S:zsVL'’i  vi~  "r:t 

tas-'£= “;=  - 

S'  He  did*  retUrn  aa  answer  to  that  letter  ? 

%  ICcaUSnot?U  rUr"iSh  “  C°?y  °f ‘hat  answer>  or  lhe  original? 

£  ^  GiWe.  Can  you  state  where  that  letter  is  now  ? 
Walker.  V  r°  11  ,S>  !t  Passed  iBt0  the  hands  of  John  1). 

fettf;  ,By  the  Same'  CaH  «»*  “>e  substance  or  contents  of  that 

Mr  SsfiT'iWt  S&'ifi?  s  ssrf  *s 

dated  the  10th  of  November,  1836.  Adams,  1  think 

Did  that  letter  substantially  set  forth  th»  „  , 

Stmes  Bauk’ as 

premi'lm’  *• 

wards  accepted^  by^the^lntnk  diffeTenffcm ‘the  proposal  0^^ 

in  his  letter  as  to  the  amount  of  the  bonus?  ’ 

A.  It  was  different  in  amount. 

<?.  By  Mr.  Gilmore.  Wbat  was  that  difference? 

*'-*•  1  cannot  state  from  memory. 

Q.  Was  the  amount  greater  as  offered  by  Mr.  Biddle  than  w». 

contained  in  the  charter  ?  3  ule’  tnan  '"as 

A.  The  amount  as  accepted  by  the  bank  was  greater  f  o,„M, 

say  from  memory  how  much.  g  1  r‘  1  canrM>t 

Q.  Will  you  please  to  state  who  informed  you  that  the  Unite,! 

St  d  d  accept  a cha>-ter  from  the  state ’> 

A.  lhe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  its  charter  was  located  in 

3 


1 
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Pennsylvania,  within  the  bosom  o  1  our  commercial  interest,  the  x  re¬ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  having  determined  the  bank  should  no 
longer  exist,  was  calculated  to  produce  a  withdrawal  of  capital  from 
Pennsylvania,  how  that  vacuum  should  be  supplied,  was  a  matter  ot 
general  enquiry,  in  consequence  many  suggestions  arose,  whether  the 
bank  would  accept  a  charter  from  Pennsylvania  or  not;  I  was  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  the  last  week  in  December,  i  had  an  interview,  voluntarily 
without  the  solicitation  of  any  person,  with  Mr.  Biddle,  on  the  subject 
of  the  currency — something  was  said  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  applying  for  a  charter,  and  Mr.  Biddle  distinctly  avow- 
ed,  that  they  would  not  apply  fora  charter  any  where,  I  communica¬ 
ted  that  fact  to  John  H.  Walker,  and  we  joined  in  the  aforesaid  com-  - 
municadon. 

Q,  Did  Mr.  Biddle,  insinuate  or  say,  or  give  you  to  understand, 
that  he  or  the  bank  would  accept  of  a  charter  from  Pennsylvania,  it 


you,  should  tender  one  1 

Jl,  He  said  he  had  a  great  deal  of  feeling  for  the  fame  and  prosperi¬ 
ty  of  Pennsylvania,  and  if  they  were  tendered  a  charter  from  any 
source,  he  would  rather  accept  of  it  from  Pennsylvania,  than  any 
other  State.  I  conveyed  this  information  to  Mr.  Walker. 

Q,  Were  you  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Biddle,  belore  you 

saw  him  at  the  time  you  speak  of] 

A.  I  never 'saw  Mr.  Biddle  before. 

Q.  Did  he  send  for  you  when  you  went  to  Philadelphia,  or  did  you 

send  for  him.  . 

A.  I  went  to  him  voluntarily,  as  I  stated  before,  in  company  with 

my  friends  Thomas  and  James  Wood,  no  other  persons  were  present 

at  the  whole  consultation. 

Q,  Before  you  went  to  Philadelphia,  at  that  time,  did  you  commu¬ 
nicate  to  any  person  your  intention  of  going  to  see  Mr.  Biddle,  and 
If  so,  who  were  they] 

jl.  I  believe  I  did  not.  ,  . 

qu  Did  Mr.  Biddle,  consider  your  joint  note  With  Mr.  Marker,  an 

official  communication  1  .  .  ,  .. 

A.  I  cannot  communicate  the  opinions  of  Mr,  Biddle,  he  replied  to 

iis  as  we  addressstl  him  individually. 

Q.  Did  you  lay  that  letter  before  the  committee  on  banks? 


A,  I  did  not. 

Q.  When  you  found  that  the  United  Slates  Bank,  was  willing  to 

accept  a  charter,  ,why  did  you  not  report  a  bill  ?  < 

A,  Because,  the  matter  was  not  before  the  committee,  and  I  did  not 
see  proper  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  committee. 

Q  What  committee  did  report  the  bill'! 

A,  The  committee  on  inland  navigation  and  internal  improvements. 
Q.  How  did  the  subject  get  before  that  committee,  and  wno  \>  as 

chairman  of  it ?  ...  , 

q  The  subject  was  introduced  in  that  committee  in  proper  order 

bv*Mr.  Steven?.  William  B.  Reed,  of  Philadelphia,  was  cha-rman. 
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4'—-  ™  *-** 

^sssf^tsssn^  -r*“rf  ,i" 

9 .  Was  there  mu  *  mean  as  hls  own  proposition. 

mktee  by  the  House  on  that  subject  I**0  U'10nS  referred  t0  that  c°m- 

n,  tkeTe  resTar^Votlionr^r6  ^  °f  f  committee 
merits  of  this  commonwealth.  '  U>1Dg  00  the  internal improve- 

means,  to  provide  The  tay°sPand™a„T»to  00mmlt,eeof  a"d 

a  Ltbas  ijf°,  heretofore  cons.deied'so. 

members"1  of  the  House  °were  j»no  kno'V bat  a ,  iar§e  number  of  the 
report  was  made?  ’  °  ran  0p  whole  subject  until  the 

I  cannot  state. 

■sJes  lvh:  b  vncorporat^ ,be  United 

reported?  sul>™itted  to  the  committee  on  banks  before  it  was 

the  charter  of^rCkf wk  Li  refeS  totb Wh'Ctl-  "’aS  involvetl 

.  9-  by  Mr.  Gilmore.  Asa  member  of  t^  Hirm',teROn  ba,nks- 
important  bills  to  be  renormd  h,r  •  tn  House’  wasit  usual  for 
petitions?  P  rtGd  by  eommmees  without  resolutions  or 

.‘5 •  ^ere  has  been  instances  of  very  important  Kin  .  k,  - 
witJiout  petition  or  resolution.  *  mportant  hlUis  lmng  reported 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  committee  adionrn  h  „,r 
«1  S  o’clock  on  Friday  next.  acjourn,  it  adjourns  to  meet 


Resolved,  That  this  committee  adjourn. 


n  .  Friday,  February  24,  1837. 

BS  »'"• 

.wertortelnteTOtatolv^ror'"’!111/  “u-8  *“  cont'nua(i°n  or  his  an- 
nillions  '°  h'm  at  ‘he  last  meeting,  that 

>nd  that  the  law  levying  tfx  on  pUrpose.s  cf  internal  improvement, 
lection  of  the  act  m  alesi  ™  "ST™*'  p,TO*  'vbich  ‘he  first 
louse  without  resolution  or  petition.  ’  S’  3  S°  ln,roduced  into  the 

rembef of  eiihe?bm“ Tof  thlleSlature  W  3VerSa,ion  with  an> 

Ielphia  at  the  time  you  alluded  to°nn  the  ’  b,?  °rC  y“u Lwent  to  Phila- 
'nited  Slates  ?  ’  °n  the  subJent  of  the  Bank  of  the 

I  believe  I  had. 
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Q.  With  whom?  TT  WT  ,, 

Jl.  1  cannot  say  particularly  \  perhaps  with  John  II.  Walker,  per¬ 
haps  with  others.  i 

Q.  Had  you  any  correspondence  with  Mr*  Biddle,  or  any  ot  toe 

officers  or  agents  of  the  bank,  previous  to  your  going  to  Philadelphia', 
nt  the  time  you  allude  to,  on  the  subject  of  chartering  the  hank  ? 

A.  I  had  not  one  word  or,  letter*  ,  . 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  correspondence  of  NicholasvBiddle,  or 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  on  that  subject,  with  any  other  merry  - 
her  of  the  Legislature? 

Jl.  I  do  not.  .  tl 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  drew  the  original  bill  reported  in  the  House, 

entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  State  tax,  &c.?  . 

A.  I  never  saw  the  bill  until  it  was  reported  to  the  committee,  and 

do  not  of  my  own  knowledge  know  who  drew  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  understanding  between  you.  and  Mr.  bido.e, 
that  there  was  to  be  an  application -to  the  Legislature  to  charter  the 
1  1 

^ A.  There  was  none,  that  there  would  be  an  application  to  the 
Legislature.  The  only  understanding  was,  that  it  was  a  desirable, 
and  the  onlv  means  of  promoting  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania. 

‘  b.  By  Mr.  Gilmore.  Did  John  H.  W  alker,  know  oLthe  intention 
to  make  this  application  at  the  time  he  made  his  report  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  wavs  and  means  ?  ,  .  ... 

A.  I  do  not  know,  any  thing  of.  Mr.  Walker’s- impression  on  that 

subject.  ,  -> 

Q'  By  the  Same .  Do  you  know  whether  that  report  was  mac* 

after  the  5th  of  January,  1836? 

A,  The  date  of  the  report  is  matter  of  record,  1  cannot  com  mum- 

o  it#  ,  • 

Q.  Will  vou  state  from  what  committee  an  appropriation  was  n, 

commended,"  of  nrittiens-  of  dollars  without  petitioner  resolution  ol  the 

A.  ^Appropriations  were  recommended  by  the  committee  ot  inland 
navigation,  every  year  that- 1  was  a  member,  without  petition  or  reso- 

lUa^  '  Have  not  the  people  petitioned  the  legislature  every  year  to  pro¬ 
secute  the  improvements  of  the  State  ;  and  if  so,  to  what  committee* 

were  they  referred  by  the  House? 

A.  There  may  have  been  some  petitions,  and  those  petitions  refer¬ 
red  by  the  House  to  the  appropriate  committees;  but  notwithstanding, 

millions  have  been  reported  without  petition.  . 

Q.  What  would  be  the  appropriate  committee  for  the  reference  ot 
petitions  in  favor  of  the  extension  and  prosecution  oi  our  State  im- 

opinion  is,  the  committee  on  inland  navigation  anc  internal 

improvement,  is  the  appropriate  committee. 

Q,  Give  us  another  instance  where  any  appropriations  have  been 

recommended  by  that  committee  without  petitions  . 
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Iatfr‘esIhand  f  bin  be'ieVe  10  be  practice  of  preceding  legis- 

Repre5enratL^  i  rhS  ****  .,ntroduced  into  present  Ho”useSof 
'committee V  •*1  "a  be  com™ltee  on  local  appropriations,  and  of  the 
not^teen  petUioned^for.aVI°atl°n'  ^tio0s  that  hat 

t«  t&^sss  asr~*^  f  *  n* 
■»  £,t»  w"!  " 

Mrf Nesbitt a  p6rreCt  recol,ectlon  ofthe  subject;  it  was  presented  by 

Sf  ^r'  Gilmore.  To  what  committee  was  it  referred  and  at 
what  time  was  it  presented?  reier.ea,  ana  at 

-'posftiv?  Uhl TthTlT  tlr  2!!h  day  0f  Januar**>  and  though  not 
design  h ad  bit  act^Hshed"6''  ‘°  "° C°mmittee’  i~h  « 

.,rpR‘  Ji//  the  Chf™<™.  Did  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  refer 
^i^T,t;tdrChartefing  °f  ,he  bank  C1‘ «"  United  lift 

-h«vt  btt  mad^by  Th^  r”  ^  **?  *"  instan<:e>  where  reports 
e  oern  maae  by  the  committees  on  inland  navigation  for  fhp 

■rc*“  zzr- ^4  is 

t  w“4m”,;"7s  e’s 

■you  have  alluded  to  1  y  a  state  tax,  which 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

m-ovidi  Jf  “  n0t  ‘'f  le-itimate  dut7  of  that  committee  to  report  bills 
movtdmg  ways  and  means,  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  State  ?  '  J 

i;  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  that  committee. 

C  VV  as  the  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Biddle,  bv  you  and  Mr  Wal>- 

o^rSon"70"  mdmdMl  referencefofmur 

.2.  I  did  not  consider  myself  authorised  bv  the  committee  to  send 

”,  h  rt‘er’  \°dI  d°  n0t  know  that  1  would  have  addressed  that  letter 
nad  I  been  chairman  of  any  other  committee.  61’ 

drefs’e^haUetter^Tnd  iT’u-f-  just  you  and  John  H-  Walker,  ad- 
it  official “  ‘  V  d'd  11  come’ that  Biddle,  considered 

surf'  f  a>-eddth?ef  t!’0  'eUer’  b,ecause  we  'va,,ted  relieve  the  trea- 

5,Jr> — uidrve  the  currency  sound— and  rarrv  on  • 

As  to  Mr.  Biddle  considering  it  official  or  nnT  T  mP10vements. 

it;  it  is  matter  of  record.  “  ’  ’  1  Cannot  communicate 

*?’  Bid  you  not  join  in  that  letter,  because  you  haonened  to  hr 
chairman  of  the- committee  on  banks, -and  Mr.  Walker  ‘chairman  of 
‘he  committee  et  ways  and  means  ?  ’  cnairrnan  of 

intfroT‘a‘?d  d'frnCtlyM°n  M°nday’  aad  to-day,  in  relation  to  this 
-interrogatory,  and  I  would  not  have  joined  in  that  communication, 
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had  1  not  been  chairman  of  the  committee  on  banks.  I  can  net  say 
what  were  Mr.  Walker’s  views. 

Q.  When  you  received  an  answer  from  Mr.  Biddle,  stating  that  tue 
bank  would  receive  a  charter  from  the  State  on  certain  conditions, 
why  did  you  not  lay  that  answer  before  the  committee  on  banks  ? 

jd,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  do  it,,  as  the  communication  was  not 
authorised  by  the  committee,  and  the  subject  was  not  before  that  com¬ 
mittee. 

Q,  Who  did  yob  refer  the  letter  to  then  1 

jd.  As  I  stated  before,  the  letter  passed  into  the  handset  John  H. 
Walker,  and  what  disposition  he  made  of  it  l  cannot  say. 

Q.  Was  it  before  the  bill  was  reported  1 

jd.  My  recollection  is  that  the  letter  was  received  before  the  bill 
was  reported. 

Q,  Did  you  know  before  the  bill  was  reported,  and  alter  you  re¬ 
ceived  the  letter,  that  it  was  intended  to  report  a  bill,  by  that  com¬ 


mittee. 

j,  l  know  from  usage,  that  it  was  the  usage  of  the  committee,  to 
report  a  bill  every  session  ;  but  I  did  not  know  that  the  identical  bill 
reported,  would  be  reported,  until  it  was  repotted. 

q  Did  you  remain  ignorant  of  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  im¬ 
portant  proposition  of  Mr.  Biddle,  from  the  time  you  received  his 
letter,  until  the  19th  of  January  1 

jd,  I  considered  the  communication  of  Mr.  Biddle,,  as  an  opinion 

upon  it;  I  had  my  opinion.  .  „  ,  , 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  ailane 

navigation,  contained -substantially  the  same  proposition  of  Mr.  Bid¬ 
dle’s  letter,' as  regards  the  bonus  which  the  bank  would  give  for  the 
charter! 

.//-  I  do. not  recollect  having  said  so. 

Q.  Were  they  not  substantially  the  same  in  that  report  1 

A.  1  cannot  say.  .  . 

Q.  Were  you  willing  to  accept  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Biddle,  as 

originally  made  1  T  u 

A.  I  thought  the  premium  named  by  Mr.  Biddle,  was  a  lull 


q.  Do  you  say  then,  that  after  the  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  passed  inter 
%  the  hands  of  Mr.  Walker,  that  you  did  not  know  until  the  19th  of 
January,  that  it  was  intended  to  have  any  action  on  the  subject. 
jl,  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  intended  to  have  any  action  on  it 

until  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Stevens.  _ 

&,  Did  you  suppose  there  would  be  no  action  on  it 
jl.  The  committee  could  not  act  upon,  it  because  it  was  not  referred 
to  them  by  the  House;  it  was  an  opinion,  and  induced  individuals  to 
act,  as  it  acted  on  their  opinion. 

q.  Will  you  state  whether  the  letter  of  Mr.  Biddle  made  any  sug¬ 
gestion  as  to  the  disposition  ©f  the  bonus,,  or  any  portion  of  it  to  any 
particular  object  1 


/ 
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thetak^:^  StatCd  thC  am°Unt  °f  b°DUS  'Vhich  he  bought 

compact?  U‘ere  a”y  propositions  in  letter  to  subscribe  stock  to 
bant  oTghuo  p„;.imply  Sta,ed  ,he  of  b°"ua  he  though,  the 

— 

in/'th,7l  ?T  ct’nvi:rsatt°u  frequently  on  the  subject  of  recharter, 
the  contents  of  the  tetter!  reC°"eCt  “y  particUlar  c“ation  about 

theQbanl-ash?7ieKn0'  a‘'  understa‘ldinS  'hat  the  proposition  to  charter 
pohttuS?be  Ke?t  SeCret  fr°m  ‘h0Se  who  dileret,  front  you'" 

it  ema  naTe" from ^any  Zt?  ”  **  ^  °f  "«*  «»  «*.  * 
Q‘  If  you  communicated  on  the  subiert  nf  if,.  r;^i  5  1  4 

-rubers  of  different  political  opinio^emL^o  fth  lT^ 
persons  with  whom  you  conversed  ?  names  o, 

f  did  no!  communicate  that  proposition  to  any  member  of  the 
fW  except  M,  Walker,  to  whom  if  was  also  add™  "" 

~ “  »  impurtont  , 

.4,™, sir:;;  rrx;  sr 1  m*j  h™  “ 

such  abetter?  COm”iunicate  *°  “X  of  them  that  you  had  received 

Mf  VVaTkTr  haVe  C°mmUnicated  its  ^‘ents  ‘o  other  members  than 

*h?'bJfe tolhe^  °f  a"r  Per,SonS  Wi‘h  wbom  you  communicated, 

°  o®'onged  to  the  same  political  party  with  yourself? 

•J.  J  cannot  state  with  whom  I  communicated. 

tnr?:  ^  you  know  why  it  was  that  Mr.  Biddle  required  the  le*is!n 
ture  to  apply  to  tne  bank  to  accept  of  a  charter  and  vofnft  •  • 

the  application  on  the  part  of  the  bank  ?  d  f  d  t0  maiie 

4.  He  Stated  distinctly  that  they  would  not  apply  for  a  charter  ,n  1 
what  induced  the  determination  I  cannot  say.  ’ 

tio„Qonfl,ykTndf  hjm  “  W8S  UnUSUa'  f°r'the  state  <n  ™«ke  applies- 
•3.*  Nothing  of  that  kind  was  said. 

tio,?-coIel|ne0dVhe  °bject  °f  ad°PtinS  thi"  «>“™  to  keep  the  prooosi- 
A.  What  induced  the  bank  to  take  that  course  I  cannot  sav  •  -,„  t 
fhould  do  so?‘‘nCd  make  ‘he  aPPlicati°to  it  was  proper  that  the’ state 

l-/le  Plairman-  Pa33  't  been  usual  for  the  committee  on 
knowled^ftendsf  '"P0*  b‘’iS  inCOrPora.ing  banks,  so  far  as  your 
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A.  I  have  known  that  committee  to  report  a  bill  exclusively  for 
that  purpose.  It  is  not  unusual. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  further  examination  of  Mr.  Penny-packer  bo 
suspended  until 'Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  committee  adjourn,  it  adjourns  to  meet 
to-morrow  afternoon  at  3  o’clock. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  adjourn. 


Friday ,  February  24,  183T- 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present,  Messrs. 
Hill,  Go-plan,  Johnston,,  English,  Fling,.  James,  Dimock,  Oliver,  Gil¬ 
more  and  Rinehart. 

Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  Esq.  called'  and  sworn,  &c. 

Quest.  By  the  Chairman -  Were  you  a  member  of  the  last  legis¬ 
lature]  ,  .  .■  .  .  .  „ 

Ans.  I  was  a  member  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature. 

Q,.  Please  to  state  to  the  committee  what  you  know  relative  to  toe 
mode,  manner  and  means  by  which  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  repea 

the  state  tax,”  &c.  was  passed.  _  . 

A.  The  question  is  so  general  I  cannot  give  any  definite  .answer 
Q.  Flow  was  the  bill  above  mentioned  introduced  into  the  legisia- 

iUYA.  It  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Stevens,  a  member  of  the  committee 

on  internal  improvements.  ,  .  ,  , 

Q.  Had  you  any  intimation  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  above 

named  bill,  that  such  a  bill  would  be  introduced  ?  ,  ,  , 

A.  I  had  no  intimation  that  such  a  bill  would  be  introduced,  pre¬ 
vious-  to  its  introduction  that  I  recollect  of— kit  I  now  recollect  that  a 
member  did,  prior  to  the  temporary  adjournment,  ask  my  opinion 
.with  regard  to  the  presenting  of  such  a  measure,  I  disapproved  of  it 
and!  heard  nothing  more  about  it,  until  -sometime  during  the  holv- 
davs,  when  I  heard  the  question  argued  a  good  deal. 

~Q.  Please  state  the  name  of  the  member  above  alluded  to  . 

A,  It  was  Mr..  Myers,  of  Bradford  county.  He  asked  me  whether 
I  would  oppose  such  a  measure,  I  gave  him  to1  understand  would, 

and  he  never  mentioned  it  again.  ,  , 

Q.  Did  a  member  or  members  inform  you  that  he  or  they  had  been 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  had  there  learned  that  such  a  tall 
would  be  introduced  into  the  House  previous  to  holy  day  adjournment- 


m 

Ohcusshn^'tlT^  f  membeVdJuring  the  time  the  biJI  was 

-oft  when  I  *a 1  ?’  remarbed>  1  think  frequently,  that  he  knew 

he  knew  n *!“  ,TP  £‘  was  sP™ng  «P°"  us-and  that 

■troduced  coiijing  ere,  that  it  was  probable  it  would  be  in 

,  T  ,  ,  1  e  *1S;  k^nny  packer,  Parker  and  James,  were  boarders 

n  rv5kurn,ght  have  heard  the  same  thing.  larders, 

V-  Uid  this  member  say  he  knew  of  this  ? 

WsafonTn  ^  lWr,k  he  said  he  ^ard  it  in  general  con- 

friends  of  he  mef7’  TTL  1°  C°minS  here’  or  that  of  the 

it  tends  of  toe  measure  hud  told  him  so.  It  was  my  colleague  Mr  Nes 

t'y.  1  dKi  "0(  reC0'leCt  th'S  fect  whe"  1  a— red  the  second  introgt 

Q.  Where  you  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  during  the  holidays? 

.hnf;d’orn”ber°faCOmmiKee  "W—  ‘o  visit  -Oecify  at 

oft  u!„htere  -y°uU  Present  at  an-v  consultation,  relative  to  the  charter 

rytiottt?  81,7  “~"b"  °f  ‘he  *—•  themtr 

"n  !  Wv,’  and  heard  subject  discussed. 

**  }j  j.*i.  Fling.  Was  not  the  charter  of  the  United  S tafp- 
tlTViA vas ’•Pepotederral  C°nVerSati0a  dWinS  lhat  ‘™e’  a«d  before 

nth  k;JiSh!thaVe,been’  1  haveno  d:stinct  recollection  of  heat  inn 

,vas  reported’ 1  -  <•- 

Q.  by  Mr.  It  ling.  Do  vcu  know  of  any  persons  beincr  hiw  «>Kt> 

rr"  r~ 

■  f  do  not  recoliect  any  particular  individual. 

y.  ^  anra®.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  beinc  here  from 
■ladelphia,  "ho  used  the,r  influence  to  have  the  act  passed? 

.i.  1  here  were  persons  herefrom  the  city  of  Philade'nhia  in  T, 
"  and  .n  opposition  to  the  bank,  I  am  clear  in  my  Slectiot 
‘ph^,'e  ,wer<;  persons  here  in  favour  of  the  bank.  '  ’ 

von  I  nn11"0? thetlmethe  biH  'vas  pending  before  the  legislature  (lid 

12  Z  VDy  pers0n  n0t  ffiembe,'s’  wh0  nsed  any  undue  influence 
"  .  members  to  promote,  or  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill  ? 

“d  anxiet>’  onThUparVof 

Q*  by  Mr.  Oliver.  Did  you  repeivp  nmr  ]offn ..  i  ■  . 

the  bill  waspending,  on  the  subject  of  the  bank?  tmn§  the  tlc'e 

not  r’eco' lent  anU  T™'  fwm  m-y  though  I  do 

jects  "y  Speelhc  ^eL(er  mentioning  the  bank,  with  other  sub- 
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v,  Q,  by  Mr.  Oliver.  Were  these  letters  ail  from  citizens  of  this 

state,  residing  in  this  state  1  .  . 

Jl,  I  do  not  recollect  of  receiving  any  letter  from  a  citizen  ot  any 

other  state  than  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Fling .  Do  you  know  of  any  person  from  the  state  , 
of  New  York,  who  -used  their  influence  against  the  passage  of  the 

■bank  bill  ?  _T  ,  f  T  , 

A.  There  were  persons  here  from  the  state  ot  Me w  York,  but  1  oo 

not  recollect  that  they  said  any  thing  about  the  bank,  but  1  presume 
if  they  said  any  thing,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  bank,  judging  from 
their  political  character,  they  were  members  of  a  convention  here  or 
attending  upon  it,  1  do  not  recollect  the  precise  time. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Oliver.  Do  you  recollect  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  citizens  of  Allegheny  county,  recommending  the  charter  ol 
the  bank,  about  the  time  the  bill  was  reported  ? 

A.  I  recollect  the  proceedings,  I  think  they  were  presented  some¬ 
time  after  the  bill  was  reported.'  I  did  not  think  they  expressed  the 
true  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  my  constituents. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilmore.  What  induced  you  to  think  they  aid  not 

*  express  the  sentiments  of  you  ^constituents  ?  .  # 

A.  I  know  the  proceedings  did  not  express  their  sentiments, .or  they 
were  not  their  sentiments  wherfcthey  elected  me,  I  thought  they  were 
manufactured  for  them.  A  gentleman  said  he  knew  how  it  was 
brought  about,  he  might  have  spoken  jocularly.  Their  course  since 

here  has  shown  that  I  was  not  mistaken.*  „ 

Q.  What  members  of  the  Senate,  went  with  you  to  Philadelphia  . 
A.  Several  committees  I  think  went;  down  Mr.  Strohm,  Mr.  Dic¬ 
key,  Mr.  Carpenter,  Mr.  Penrose,  Mr.  Paul,  I^think,  and  Mr.  C  un- 

■  iiinoham,  there  might  have  been  “Others. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilmore .  Did  you  have  any  conversation  or  argu¬ 
ment  with  any  of  the  gentlemen,  who  went  down  previous  to  going 

to  Philadelphia  1  ^ 

A.  The  only  conversation  I  recollect,  was  with  one  gentleman. 

,  Q.  After  you  went  there  had, you  a  conversation  with  any  of  these 

--‘■persons  ? 

A.  I  think  there  might  have  been.  _  . 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  after  leaving  Philadelphia,  and  who  went 
"  A!  I  went  to  Washington,  Messrs.  Pennypacker  and  Dickey,  of  the 

Senate  went  also  to  Washington.  .  w  . 

Q.  Please  to  state  what  conversations  you  had  at  the  city  ot  vvasn- 

ington  about  the  bank,  and  who  was  present  ?  , 

A.  I  heard  the  propriety  of  the  chartering  of  that  bank  by  tne 
state  of  Pennsylvania  discussed  in  several  places,  and  in  the  presence 
ot  several  gentlemen.  I  cannot  recollect  a!!. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Van  Buren  present  at  any  time? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  was.  Mr.  Dickey  and  Pennypackei 

were  present  sometimes.  i  ? 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilmore .  What  side  of  the  argument  did  they  take  . 
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'Ji  nf  ,;';■  1,'.l.  l'Vr,,  k  :!  :l''a:  in  favor  of  (he  l.ank? 

i41.fr^r,tss  ?  t  “?”■  -i 

inconsequence.  "  ^  iavor  01  It#  it  was  discussed 

re8oIuiim»WaS  °7he  c,omm!ttee>  but  did  not  make  such  a  speech  A 
approved?  WaS  aga,DSt  the  ba"k  which  Mr.  PennyK  i  d£ 

relW?Were  y°U  PreSen‘  When  Mn  Dhk°y  a"d  Mr.  VanBuren  quar- 

.  f'  1  ,'vas  Present  at  an  interview  between  them  ’  M,  tv  i 

SlCQ aDidMM  Vp"  Buren,called  10  lit  was  not^  qS 

Q.  D  d  Mr.  Pennypacker  make  a  speech  to  him’  q  ‘ 

*'2*  1  think  not. 

PennyPaGker  intred“-  <he  subject  of  the  policy 

Dickey  a?d  MrreVan  Burelhe  °°nversation  was  mainly  between  Mr. 
take  his  hat  and  ’le^teX  pr°pos,tlon>  d>d  not  Mr.  Van  Bu-ren 

wa^ notin' relation^to^hebank?^  *  ^  ^  ha"d- 

?*  Pld  you  undei^tand  them  to  agree  in  their  views'? 

A.  I  cannot  say  i  understood  them  to  disagree  •  but  Mr  n,Vh 
d,d  not  appear  to  beenttrely  satisfied  with  Mr.  C  Burin 

Dickey,  Pennypacker” a nd  ^  MeSSrS‘  Van  Bu™> 

butl'am  mSShatTiie  in'he  r0°™  ',Ihen  Mr‘  Van  Buren  “Hed, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  wem  7^7  f  f ntlemen  Prese"‘  when 

did  not  ask  of  Mr  V  „  rL  h°~d  7‘elhere>  ,fla<  Mr.  Dickey 
Mv  reasons  r  ’  >  1  ,L?ren’  an  °ffice  for  himself  or  any  one  else 

when  l!L*S!**g‘|1'*l  thal  I  ivas  pro 
conversation  between  Messrs  Dirhm/  t  vTh(Lre  was  no}hlng  3«  the 

onCS 

by  t^ ?y°U’  ^ 
e£aid  t0  that,  I  was  anxious  to  be  at  liberty 
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to  <to  home,  and  inquired  of  some  members  of  the  committee  if  they 
could  not  permit  me  to  be  discharged  under  the  resolution  adopted. 

[  was  told  it  would  be  improper  that  I  should  be  discharged  by  a 
resolution.  The  inquiry  was  made  of  me  whether  certain  asertions 
in  a  letter  which  was  shown  to  me  was  correct,  or  whether  any  por¬ 
tion  was  correct.  This  took  place  in  the  hall.  The  letter  was  handed 
to  me.  I  read  it  hastily,  and  do  not  recollect  the  name  signed  to  it. 
f  think  it  was  directed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  do  not 
know  this.  I  merely  glanced  over  the  letter. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Fling.  How  many  members  of  the  committee  were 

-present  when  it  was  shown  to  you.  . 

A.  Several ;  I  do  not  recollect  who.  I  had  determined  to  ascer¬ 
tain  whether  there-was  any  necessity  of  my  remaining.  It  was  just 
at  the  adjournment  of  the  house.  It  was  done  in  the  house. 

Q.  by  Mr.  English.  Had  you  been  informed  by  Mr.  Fenny- 
'•packer'  or  Mr.  Walker,  prior  to  the  5th  January,  that  they  or 
either  of  them  contemplated  writing  to  Mr.  Biddle  in  relation  to  the 
■terms  u pom  which  he  or  the  directors  would  accept  a  charter- from  j 
Pennsylvania. 

A,  •  X  had  not.  .  i  -  i 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  either  of  the  committees  of  whic.i 

Messrs.  Walker  and  Penny  packer  were  'chairman? 

A.  I  think  not.  , 

Q.  Were  vou  informed  by  either  of  these  gentlemen,  subsequently 

to  the  5th  January,  that  such  a  letter  had  been  written,  or  that  an 

■answer  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Biddle.  ,  ,  ,  M 

A  I  had  not,  and  was  surprized  to  see  it  first  published  by  M  . 
Biddle  himself,  because  I  had  heard  it  alleged  during  the  discussion 
of  the  bill,  that  there  was  no  compact  on  the^u^e^wnh^the^bank. 

"Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  24th  February,  18  -7. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Gilmore  offered  the  following  resolution,  that  when  Mr.  Bid- 
lack  signs  the  testimony  he  be -discharged. 

It  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Flino-  moved  that  the  letter  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bidlack  be  pro- 
duced  and  read  to  the  committee.  Withdrew  by  the  mover. 

Thaddktis  Stevens,  Esq.  called,  and  presented  and  read  a  paper 
which  he  desired  to  have  placed  on  the  record  of  the  proceedmgs  o. 
■the  committee,  and  being  duly  sworn,  &c.  testified  as  follows . 

Q.  by  Mr.  Johnston.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  'egtslature 
during  the  session  of  1835-36,  and  if  so,  were  you  a  member  of  the 
^committee  on  inland  navigation  ?  . 

A.  I  was  sworn  to  answer  all  legal  questions,  and  not  ec  me 
,t0  answer  what  I  think  not  a. legal  question  ;  that  is  a  matter  ot 
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committee.6  °f  ^  Htee’  to  "*<*'!  -pectfuHy  refer  the- 

qu^™611”"6  m°Ved  ‘hat  the  v"  directed  to.  answer  tins 
are^sfo^wsf  “**  ^  Called  ^  Fling  >„<?  Oliver,  and 

yeas. 

Messrs.  Dimock, 

English, 

Gilmore, 

Johnston 

NAYS.* 

Mr.  Fling 


Messrs.  Hill, 

Goplan, 

Rinehart*:,. 

James, 

Mr.  Oliver, 


8 


A,  1.111  g 

the  question  '™s  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
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*wfred  U-b^t  lo’s^hrc ded ’’-J  ans'v6Mhat  1  already- an- 

record,  I  believe  it  will  the  ommittee  tfle  trouble  of  looking-  for  the* 
House  of  Kepresenta ti ves  6and  vva^  k™3  memi>er.  of  the  la* 

land  natation  and,tatern’al.impr0yem“nS  '  the“tee  - 

of  the  legislature <?^airmaU  °S  “““  Commhtee  during  the  last  session 

Reed,  Esq.'oTphiladLXa^v fr°T  the  JournaIs  tbat  William  B.- 
Q-  Did  you  as  a  mS’  T  of  that  committee, 

ments,  on  the  19th  JanuanTlSlB*  6  co™mittee  of  internal  improve- 
Representatives  entided “n  act  m  Venf,  f6  *  bU1  into  the  House  of... 
aid  extend  the  improvements  nfth  ^  f  16  j4^16  tax  and  to  continue 
A.'  I  do  not  recol  ec,  -?  ?  i.  "  State  and  for  otI>or  purposes  ? 
ticn,  bnt  I  did  report  that^biU  bvd’  Sud‘eien(.tl{  t0  answer  this  ques- 
nal  k^nKuLT °f  ^  C°ffimiUee  °f  “te- 
U,  Did  you  draft  that  bill  you,  self  I 

Ring  whlTl  d0idbtffmv  offi  reqUired  10  relative  to  any 

House  of  Rdp reset, tali ve3.°  €Ia  3S  3  of  late 

ritu^kreS  reCeived  from 

h  bde  whetherthe  bMk  °f  *• 
u re  the  charter.  7  <D  U  ’  “sedany  corrupt  means  to  pro, 

■  *  adjourn 

It’ololn.S  m°Ved  ‘°  ame,ld  S°  38  ™d,  to  meet  on  Monday  a, 

Not  agreed  to. 
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The  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Johnston  moved  that  the  witness  be  required  to  answer  this 
question.  The  yeas -and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs  Johnson  a 
Flino;,  and  are  as  follows  : 

YEAS. 

Messrs.  Hill,  Messrs.  James, 


English, 

Gilmore, 

Johnston 
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Go  plan, 

Rinehart, 

Oliver, 

Dimock, 

NAY— Mr.  Fling  1 

So  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

A.  I  drafted  a  portion  of  it  originally,  but  before' it  came  into  the  - 
Mouse  it  was  all  copied. 

Q,  (Paper  shown,)  Is  that  the  bill  reported  by-yo-u 
4  I  presume  so  ;  I  do  not  recollect  its  physiognomy. 
q  I)o  vou  know  the  handwriting  of  the  different  parts  of  that  bill  . 
x  I  do  not  believe  that  I  know  all  the  hand  writing  or  any,  except 
«W  W.  B.  Reed— the  hand  writing  in  whicli  it  now  appears  » 
not  the  hand  writing  of  the  original  draft ;  .t  was  all  copied 
O  Is  anv  part  of  it  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  M  livame  . 

A  l  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  bis  hand  writing  to  answer 
Jed  but I  am  fndined  to  Stinfc.  portion  of  it  is-ftie  great  mapr-  - 
tue  hand  writing  so  far  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  that  of  gentle 
lit  who  was  lime  a, the  time  from  Philadelphia,  named  Fraily,  who 
we  requested  to  copy  it* 

Mr.  Fling  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  or  any  other  member  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  who  have  subpoenaed  witnesses  to  attend  on  this  commute  , 
“gWe  notice  who  said  citizens  are,  and  where  they  reside. 

Mr.  Coplan  moved  to  postpone  this  resolution  for  the  present;- 

withdrawn  by  the  mover.  _  . 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Messrs.  Fling  and  neiy 

and  were  as  follows  ;•  YEA'S 

Mr.  Fling 

'  NAYS* 

Messrs.  .Tames. 

English, 

Johnston 


Mr.  Oliver, 


2 


Messrs.  Hill, 

Co  pi  an, 

Rinehart, 

Dimock, 

So  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  afternoon, 
at  3<i  o’clock. 


n  .  Harrisburg,  Februawj  27,  1837 

Committee  met  pursuant  to-adjournmeut. 

Fii"g.  CngfehrfiiGBhartG,,m0re’  Dlmock’  James,  Johnston,  Oliver, 


“«*  tog6ther  with 

witness  on  account  of  indisposition.  b  exoused  <ro»  attending  as  ; 


Mr  Johnston  offered  the  following  resolution : 


j,.  '  J^uiunon : 

handed  to  thfchaiT’5  aS'iet'  Wit"eSses  shou,d  be  written  down  and 


It  was  agreed  10. 


.  Q •  %  Afr.  /A//.  Please  itnt*  1 
g‘nal  bill,  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  1^^°^  8nd  wrote  the  ori 

wfcKrh  — 

!t°n  of  it ;  I  recoileet  especially  f  hi  ^  0"e  perSOn’’  1  drafted  a  Por- 
was  drafted  by  myself;  that  polion  tS°YepealinS the  «atetex 
he  state  was  principally,  if  not  entirely  ri  nVk  tbe  ,,nProvcments 

•  e  committee  on  inland  nav^on  and  in, 7^7  by  the  chairman  of 
Heed,  that  portion  incorporate,!  The £ l e™.al ‘mP™ve»nent;  VV.  fi. 

VlE  the  Un:ted  »~l  J 

A.  I  (•an’tlay'ivhere  1  w  “  ^nsburg  1 

Q-  Who  gave  it  to  you,  or  klbos^  bFSt  SaW  “ in  Har«sburg. 
rst  saw  it?  vvhos-  possession  was  it  when  you 

•dine  to  think  k  was  in& the  ^  ^  vvhose  possession  I  first  saw  it  bur 
istinctlv  recollect8  10  lhe  P°~n  ^ohn  H.  Walke^  T do  not 

Q-  by  Mr.  Johnston.  State  if  vnn  V 

e  state  tax,  to  continue  the  imn  "  n,nv  wpy  the  bill  to  repeal 
rilted  s»atea  bank,  was  reoorted^th^  ®nd  t0  ineG^oratePthe 
lernal  improvements  and  inland  nav^tP00*®  by  !he  commit!ee  on 
'  ways  and  means,  or  committee'  onY'T’  ‘nstead  of the  committee 
itfamed  m  the  said  report  aZlZn  °ks’  to  'vhom  ‘he  matter, 

■ertalednth°,S7b  Rit‘,er  ",md  l°be  XdT^  ’°  belon 8* 

;  ttam.d  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  IrmJt  Governor,  and  J 

“  .to  dlvisa  sorne  mode  of  carrying  onThl  ’  1  began  to  look 
te, 10  completion,  and  to  the  0ri<rin»<?  •  h  miprovements  of  the 
•'pie,  or  increasing  the  state  dehi*5  m  cation,  without  taxino-  tk„ 

^  Uf  ”  aa  ''nplied  ptd^b^  /r  ^to  ,f‘  Ri'B« 
aid  not  be  taxed,  nor  the  state  debt  irJ ^  ^  ^  peoP,e’  th^t  they 
ion,  and  i  believed  it  would  be  cquallvtw  durnJ£  his  adminis- 

•  asrrs 

"  r~  *■  sa  ti  a 
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themselves  to  pay  for  them  without^ 

ri»g  ‘he  for.,.er  admm^rauon  h  1  ;  ovement  committee 

tore,  the  prac  l^^^priStons  for  the'  improvements  acted 
to  report  a  but  makifiL  pi  P  miUee  of  ways  and  means,  ah 

upon,  and  for  the  chairman  to  add  section, 

ter  all  the  items  had  een  agi^  ^  f  for  their  appropriations,  I; 

providing  for  borrowing  mon  y  P  J  . .  ^  f  i(mds  with  whom  i 

and  as  far  as  i  have  the  opinion  oimyP«  J  ma,;e  tH6se  appro-  | 

conversed,  they  agreed  ^  accompanying  them  that  no  loan.  j 

priations,  unless  we  had  ass  f  incorporaieJ  the  approprt- 

or  tax  should  be  resorted  to.  We ^  inereiore  F  of  the  sWte  tax, 

ations  for  the  ,mprovemenW  of^  .  ’of  thisPbank  to  pay  these 

and  the  railing  °f  funds  from  ,  of  the  appropriation 

appropriations,  into  a  bill  ma  n  the  ^remainder  paying  lor  it.  j 

?art  deKnfha  1  deled  that  dependence  omeach  ether  member  to  j 
1  may  add, -that  1  deem  ag  jQ  th()  other  branch  of  toe 

secure  the  passage  of  th  ’  j  0p  t(,e  political  opponents 

legislature  a  majority  was  compos^  °*  beUev(ld  t0  be- 

of  the  present  administration,  .  w  0f  ti,e  commonwealth, 

deeply  involved  in  the  mternal  whichahe  people  could  be  j 

We  were  able  to  divise  no  ot  ff  the  state  debt  prevented,  j 

£.  the  charter  of  th.  bank  of  tho  | 

Ut?  Whafamountof  bonus  did  the  bank  originally  propose  to  give 

for  a  charter!  ,  ,  uafi  taken  any  actiob 

A  The  bank,  within «T  ^o^ce  l  a  eharter,  or.  what  bo- 
upon  the  question  whether  h  y  dtl  -J  legislature  and  was  sent' 

bus  they  would  pay,  until  the  bLU^Pa3^d  BkldTI  to  Mr.  Walker,  in 

»:  *•”  ’  “  ,l  Ik.  bn*  l«  *•«*> 

to  them  to  accept  it.  by  tbe  bank  for  its  charter 

“i  After  ■!.  W  ~  -gg*  **£  SOffOXS 

which  was  the  extent .  r-  _  Imnrovement  thought  was  an  ade- 

which  the  committee  on  lat?  ,f„,  fthe  Governor,  Mr.  Bur- 

quate  compensation,  a  conf.dential  ady se  ot  m £  , 

Of  a  gentleman  from  P  “  ’  k  whether  the  bonus  could 

W.D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Gi  tar  .  and  to  what  amount. 

be  extended  without  doing  lnjusi  thought  they  could  be  some- 

He  made  a  calculation,  and  told  >  °  millions  of  stock,  to 

thing  saved,  inasmuch  ns  t hey  would  *  a<Jvance.  When 

sell  which,  he  thought  “  whole,  1  think  I  moved  to  in* 

“'th^VXghalfa  million  to  be  paid  this  spring,  and 
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Lren'VSs  ^Thifl^T' "d  d°"arS  V°"*’  int°  lhB  £ch°o1  fund  for 

clai  ‘J  V„  ..  „  4s/  °nr  g?a,nst  tho  re“>onstranco  of  [hose  who 

•laimed  to  be  the  friends  of  the  bank  then  in  town.  Mr  W-ilker 

objectea  to  it,  and  I  supposed  him  to  be  here  attending  to  die  interest  ■ 

Of  the  charter,  Some  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  were  ye  to!  o,  hdo‘ 

■he  bonus  was  not  high  enough,  and  so  informed  me.  *  Amonl  hem 

n'tend  HC‘.’  ^  ^  D*k<>y’  ^  Mr‘  P™rose-  I  told  Mr.  Lewis  ( 
mtended  to  move  to  ra.se  the  bonus  to  compel  the  bank  to  nav  one 

lundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  into  the  school  fund  durino  the 

veat  Sr  °r  1  *ter-  He  lh°Ught  ifit  '“"eased  to  twenty 
yeais,  U  would  be  a  hi gh  bonus,  and  as  much  as  they  could  nav  •  and 

said  as  it  was  art  old  institution,  he  thought  they  would  nar  ii  ^ 

than  reject  the  charter.  I  informed  Mr.  I™  " 

tion  to  move  that  amendment  next  day.  He  to'd  me  h/ 

the  stockholders  would  not  o-ive  a  dollar  more  and  Tr  ,t  ,  “r,*m 

carried  he  desired  kui  ?  u  eV  d  ,f  lfiat  amendment. 

-  rnx,  ne  c^ne-d  the  bill  to  be  negatived.  1  told  hdm  mvmlnd 

made  up  to  move  it,  and  if  it  did  not  carry,  I  would  go  IminstThe 

banK:  of  the  common  wealth  of  Pennsylvania  l  ;  ,  "  c,  luec* 

that  section  to  \!  r.  W.,ker>  and Zi  hZ  id 7ft ^b^Tl 

andnt^T5ed’M  h0Uld,°ffer, lhat  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill 
ia.,  we  couid  pass  the  bill,  whether  the  bank  of  the  United  Stiff  ’ 
agreed  to  accept  it  or  not.  He  told  me  he  h-d  nn  ,  s 

ness  here,  and  would  return  to  Philadelphia,  ‘ft  on/ nh^  7'" 
Lewis,  and  perhaps  others,  started  off  that  eJenim/  and  „  1 

told  me  all  night  to  Philadelphia.  I  offered  the  amendment  Lx"  da/ 
Xvhich  1  have  referred  to,  and  after  a  onod  dr-d  nf  mr  ,v  !  1  *V? 

A  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  desired  me  to  iTVi!  ^as's1ed* 

section  till  Mr.  Walker  should 4fu™  Thb  was  Mr  MH f’6- 
he  said  that  although  he  had  strong  assurancJ  dm  t 
hccepted  yet,  that  he  had  some  hope,  they  would  change  their  mindf 

had  conversed  with  Mr.  Slihu  Chauncv,  and  Mr  B  ddk  ’thTr 

the  bonus  was  too  low,  what  did  you  understmul  w”™™.?  T’S 
what  the  amount  of  the  bonus  ought  to  be.  !  d  "  °' 

^  d^“  r  “  ztTd 

and  if  they  could  bear  it  that  they  ought  to  pity  U.  ’  }ears' 
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In  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Gilmore,  the  witness  says,  he  is 
rot  a  Ware  that  the  Governor  heard.  Mr.  Lewis  had  been  consulted 
about  the  bonus  at  the  time  when  he  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  at 
the  amount,  or  at  any  other  time.  My  consulting  him  was  confiden¬ 
tial,  and  would  not  now  have  been  disclaimed,  had  not  this  investiga¬ 
tion  rendered  it  necessary. 

Q.  When  did  the  idea  of  incorporating  the  stockholders  of  the  old 
bank  of  the  United  States  occur  to  you? 

A.  Shortly  after  the  October  election,  and'I  consulted  my  colleague, 
Mr.  M’ Sherry,  upon  the  subject. 

Q.  In  what  manner  did  you  intend  to  bring  the  matter  before  the. 

legislature? 

A.  Just  as  it  was  brought*  That  was  my  plan.  Mr,  M ’ll  value, 
who  was  here  with  Mr.  Walker,  objected  to  that  plan,  and  desired 
!  >  have  the  verbal  bill  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
reported  by  the  committee  on  banks,  or  the  committee  oi  ways  and 


means. 

Q.  By  Mr.  Gilmore.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  yon 
understood  the  bank  would  not  apply  for  a  charter,  but  would  accept 
of  one  if  tendered;  when  you  originally  conceived  the  idea  of  charter¬ 
ing  it? 

\,  At  that  time  I  had  not  heard  whether  they  would  apply  or  not. 
I  had  heard  it  from  Jackson  sources  that  they  would  apply,  and  that 
the  only  thing  which  would  defeat  the  charter,  was  the  Senate,  i-hat 
1  believe  suggested  to  me  the  idea,  and  i  thought  it  would  be  a  happy 


circumstance* 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Walker,  or  any  other  person,  ever 
made  .any  proposition  to  any  member  of  either  branch  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  to  promote  their  individual  interest,  cither  directly  or  indirectly., 
if  they  would  vote  for  the  bill? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  I  never  knew  of  any  such 

thing.  I  heard  Mr.  Conrad  sav  it. 

Q,  By  Mr.  English.  Did  you  suggest  to  John  H.  Walker, 
or  Elijah  F.  Pennypacker,  or  to"  both  these  gentlemen,  the  idea  or 
the  propriety  of  writing  to  Mr.  Biddle,  asking  ol  him  upon  what 

terras  the  bank  would  accept  ol  a  charter? 

A.  I  did  not  know  that  either  of  them  had,  or  intended  to  write, 
till  after  they  had  written,  although  I  had  often  talked  with  Mr. 

Walker  as  to  the  propriety  of  tendering  a  charter  to  them. 

A  1  “  TTIA  OBF.ITS  STEVENS. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  27th  February,  183/. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 


Mr.  Gilmore  moved  that  Mr.  Stevens  be  now  discharged,  ann  Lavo 
leave  to  sign  the  testimony  at  another  time. 

It  was  adopted. 
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Mr.  James  oitered  the  .following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  committee  adjourns,  it  adjourns  to  me  t 

to-morrow  morning  at  9  o’clock.  J 

Mr.  Fling  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read  7‘  o'clock  this  evening. 
The  amendment  wag  negatived. 

JVl!”g  m0Ved  by  inserting  at  three  o’clock  to-mor- 

row  afternoon,  instead  of  nine  o’clock. 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned* 


Til 


Harrisbmrg,  February  28,  1837* 

Hill  h6iiverr"FHn</ °Rn  rTri  *°  adi°Vr!,ment>  Present,  Messrs. 
Dimock.  ’  E  g‘lsh’  Gllmore>  Jobnstoft  Coplan,  James  and 


a  8*a*'  ^  b®;nScaUod  was  affirmed  and  testified  t.s 

fo-madonTm?  Cha*nmm.  Please  state  whether  you  had  anv  in. 
,tl  ST  7  Pfrswn  ,ha*  anattempt  would  be  made  to  charter 
Of  18  ‘f  s  S  S  ,brt»y  ,lle  ,egis,a!ure  of  «»*,  at  the  session 
on  the  19th  of  January  iZeT  ***  to  lhe  Ho“* 

ho  made  ml  ”?  lnf?™at,‘>B  from  Rny  person  that  an  attempt  would 
iortH  tn  d?  u  *e,b»nk  of  t!ie  fluted  States,  till  the  bill  was  re- 
k:„  e  ‘  HoUse  °f  Representatives.  Some  time  before  the  bill 

;.:v;  1  rht  «’  4  week  er  ,ea  da.Vs>  1  was  spoken  to  on  the  subject 
aatJcleos  Stevens,  ,  member  of  that  Houk  lie  did  not  tdl  mu 

F  uts'gnf  to  bring  m  a  bill,  hut  asked  if  I  would  assist  in  i  i 
don  m  t’  provided,  the  project  was  attempted.  After  some  converse 

iZZu  UT,h  106  pat'"c',ijrs  of  which  I  do  not  recollect,  ho  said 
L"  ’’!>ei>k  10  me  a.T"«  0"  'he  subject  with  the  view  of  makin-r 

soone  arrangements  to  bring  in  a  hill.  I  heard  nothing  of  it  afienv.  k 

;  ,i'he  ln  l  "t  re'P°rtef  «’»!,  'he  exception  of  that  I  heard  of  no  im 
‘  °J  “Pf'J *?8 to  1,10  legislature  for  a  charter.  When  f  say  this 
m  k!nrr  1  exclu<te  Sencral  conversations  in  the 
k  °‘A '  ‘’"d„e,ph.' a’  "  here  thf!e  were  m»°y  conversations  on  the  sub- 
.a  c  and  \  general  desire  manifested,  that  the  bank  mmht  be  chartered 
out  recently  i  heard  them  come  from  a  source  which  might  be  con  „ 

«f  authentic,  as  to  a  design  of  applying  for  a  charter. 

i.  -m  you  ever,  in  the  course  of  your  legislative  experience,  know 
bLTsV  m,,ee  reP°rti“?  “  «>cnk  bill  than  the  committee  on 

.i.  I  don’t  recollect  that  T  ever  knew  of  such  a  thing.  It  w#s 
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never  done  while  I  was  a  member  of  the  legislature,  a  period  of  three 
\,ears,  only  in  cases  of  special  committees  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

q.  Did  the  friends  of  that  bill  appear  to  manifest  a  disposition  to 
hurry  the  biil  through  the  House  with  unprecedented  haste? 

A.  It  was  hurried  through,  but  it  was  not  entirely  unprecedented. 

]  have  known  bills  hurried  as  fast,  or  perhaps  faster.  The  bill  was  in 
the  House  about  ten  days,  1  think.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  day  after  it  was  reported. 

Q.  Were  there  many  persons  at  this  place  using  their  influence  in  l;o 
vor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  at  the  time  it  was  before  the  legislature  ? 

A.  There  were  several  whom  I  knew,  and  many  whom  I  suspect¬ 
ed,  though  I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  their  object  here  or  not ;  I 
was  not  spoken  to  by  any  on  the  subject,  and  do  not  therefore  know. 

Q.  Do* you  recollect  of  several  of  them  leaving  this  place  sudden¬ 
ly,  at  t he  time  tiie  committee  was  appointed  in  the  Senate,  relative  to 
the  al led ged-’ bribery  in  which  H.  TV,  Conrad  was  concerned  ? 

A.  f  do  not  recollect  of  any  such. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilbove.  When  the  bill  was  reported  did  you  know 
that  it  contained  a  provision  to  charter  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  of 


the  United  States 


1.  When  the  bill  was  reported,  some-  members,  T  do  not  know 


who,  called  for  its  reading.  Objections  were  made  to  the  reading  d, 
because  of  its  length  ;  l  think  it  was  Mr.  Stevens.  It  was  said  when 
it  was  printed,  the  members  could  see  what  its  contents  were,  i  be 
member  who  made  the  motion  or  asked-for  its.  reading,  I  think  with¬ 
drew  his  call,  and  it  was  not  read; -  being  anxious  to  know  its  con¬ 
sents  myself,  l  went  to  the  Clerks  desk  and  got  the  bill,  nod  read  it 
myself.*  Then  it  was,  I  ascertained  it  contained  a  charter  for  the 
.Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  not  before. 

Q.  Was  the  bill  made  the  order  of  the  day,  before  its  contents  were 

known  to  the  House? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly,  my  impression  is  that  the  motion 
was  made  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day,  when  it.  was  reported. 

Q.  Was  any  undue  influence  used  to  induce  members  to  support 

the  bill  ? 


A.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Q.  by  Mr.  English.  Did  you  know, -or  did  -you  learn,  that  nay 
■  member,  or  members  of  the  last  legislature,  had  their  property  u-- 
hauced  in  value  by  the  improvements  constructed  in  pursuance  of'tho- 
o  barter  granted  to  the  United  States  Bank,  or  by  any  other  means., 
growing  out  of  the  passage  of  that  bill  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  learn,  ih.it  any  member  or  members 
of  the  lasf  legislature,  were  engaged,  either  directly,  or  indirectly,  by 
agent  or  otherwise,  in  the  purchase  or  sale  c.f  the  stock  of  the  United 
states  Bank,  either  immediately  beibse,  or  during  its  pendency,  of 
directly  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  hill  chartering  that  bank  ? 

j.  I  do  not,  I  neither  knew  nor  heard  of  any  thing  of  the  kind. 
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evidence  in  tins  iLfttion?  ''  "'T**  furtherlbat  »™ld  be 
.,/,•  !  d?  ?ot> f,-V  kn™ledSe  o»  <!>is  subject  is  very  limited.  4 u 

of  le  "is  of  "  ,he  SUbjCCt>  WaS  that  6b!ailled  ^  tbe  cour^ 
b  °“‘  THO’S.  S.  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the28ih  February,  1837. 

,,  JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 

tJLSZZZ —  «• 

It  was  agreed  to. 

CH™  H,C5MAN>  beins  onlled  end  affirmed,  testified  as  follows  : 

U^ted'sStohJ  Present  ''"Tf  °f  lhe  Bank  ofth« 

«rany  times and  whether  yoNere  a  (LZ^tDi^orwhJa^ 
Lill  to  incorporate  the  LTnded  Pnni-  r  D  1  .  c'or’  v'  1  l“e 
ported  ?  *  aed  foLates  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  was  re- 

I  was,  and  appointed  by  President  Jackson  in  Fehmprv  kq- 
I  was  twice  annninwi  o  n  ‘  m  -leDiuarv  lb3o. 

tio  n/iLB  appointed  a  (government  Tli^prin,-  T 

if  SO  by  whom  appointed  fr  elected?  °f  Ln“ed  Stat6S’  and 

by  the  stociihoid' 

United  StmeswouldT’  "f °m  d  j  you  first  ,earn  thf>t  ihe  bank  of  the 
'  T I  did 7ot 7«rn 'fbf-f  eref.by  'hni^'n'nre  of  Pennsylvania’ 
February  20  1806*  T  L*  'f  H  b®  'llli  1  ,e3rned  that  it  was, about 

to  the  legislature  to  b e  charted  “  ^,ication  would  be  made 

porato  rteVnf  oTthefjnPed -^t016  -‘f  SUCC®SS  of  the  act  to  incor- 
whom  you  was  so  engaged  ^  “  80  P'®ase  s!at®  wbe«>  «d  by 
A-  I  was. not  enga|ed°  by  any  person. 

buvVck  o^Si“y0r  did' J  ffiC"S  Sfp!y  y°U  w;ib  -"one,  to 

with  money  for'  any  Sose?  °r  eUher  of  them  fu™*b  you 

A.  They  did  not. 

vio»  toV thl  7Zn  o^ifl  rul?S  'f  "iDter  °f  I835-6’  aad  pro- 
vou  had  any  converse,  on  wit  f‘  ,he  House> if  *<’>  «*«*«  whether 
the  chartering  of  the  bat  k-  and  e  I  °f  the  Senale  revive  to 

4  I  came  m  hP;  k  ’  d  ,whaf  lhey  were  and  with  whom? 

**  1  carae  to  Harrisburg  on  the6rh  nr  ^  r 

not  recollect  which.  I  had  mnvPr,  .Y-  °‘  uanilary?  1-36,  I  do 

Senale.  It  was  w  jt{-,  tpe  ,  pY^f0118  Wlth  seveia'  members  of  the 

The  amount  of  the  convention  f ' f/ ‘h®- 

cessary  to  charter  a  large  bank,  of, hat  tl  mfiL^f  IhJf  £ 


38 


Ik*,  iti  a  desperate  condition*  I  told  them  theie  were  about  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars  of  loans  by  the  United  States  bank  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  but  about  four  millions  of  dollars  was  held  by  the  citizens  of 
this  state,  and  consequently  the  expiration  of  that  institution  would 
leave  about  nine  millions  of  that  capital  to  he  withdrawn  unless  the 
legislature  done  something  to  retain  it.  I  was  convinced  that  the 
businses  portion  of  the  community  required  more  money  than  was  at 
present  employed  in  the  state,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  capital  ot 
he  bank  of  the  United  States  will  soon  be  found  small  enough  for 
Pennsylvania. 

Q.  'Did  Thomas  Biddle  by  your  order  or  request,  purchase  tor  you 
any* stock  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  passage  of 

the  bill;  ,  . 

A .  Thomas  Biddle,  &  Co.  have  purchased  stock  tor  me,  and  1 

think  they  purchased  before  the  passage  ol  the  bill  ehaueung  the 


bank. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  whether  directly  or  indirectly,  any  correspon¬ 
dence  took  place  between  any  member  of  the  Senate  and  Mr.  Locale 
or  any  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  relative  to  the  chartering  of  diai-ii)- 

sti Union  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any,  nor  do  I  know  oi  any.  _  , 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bank  has,  since  it  was  chartered 
by  the  legislature  of  this-  state,  issued  or  paid  out  any  notes  either  of 
its  own  or  the  old  bank,  of  a  lower  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

A.  I  have  received  five  dollar  notes  issued  by  the  old  bank  of  the 
United  Stales  of  the  paying  teller  of  the  new  bank,  who  was  the  pay- 
iijrr  teller  of  the  old  bank, .and  five  dollar  notes  of  other  city  banks. 

Question  by  Mr.  Oliver.  Were  the  notes  that  you  say  were  issued 
or  paid  by  the*  new  bank  of  the  United  States,  received  m  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  debts  due  to  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States  by  the  new 
qallk,  acting  as  trustee  for  the  old  bank,  or  were  they  received  by  the 
new  bank  as  the  notes  of  any  other  good  solvent,  banks  would  have? 
p,-.en  received  in  the  usual  transaction  of  their  business. 

A.  The,  notes  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States  were  received  by 
ibe  receivin'*  teller  of  the  new  bank  as  the  notes  oi  all  oilier  solvent 


banks  were.  ■  ,  ,  . , ,  , 

|n  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Gilmore,  tne  witness  says  :  Alt  the 

city  banks  receive  the  notes  oi  the  old  bank  on  deposits  ot  in  pay  men. 
of’ debts,  just  as  they  do  the  notes  of  other  banks.  *1  he  bank  has  nev- 
n-  paid  me  live  dollar  notes  since  the  expiration  oi  the  charter,  unless 

1  requested  them.  ,  r<  .  t  , 

Q.-  Do  you  know  whether  the  bank  oi  the  Unstea  States  has  est« 

fished  any  offices  of  discount,  or  deposite  or  agencies  cut  of  this  stm 

since  it  leceived  its  charter  by  this  state.  _  . 

A.  It  has  established  agencies  for  the  purpose  or  buying  and  setting 

domestic  and  foreign  exchange,  and  for  no  other  pui poses. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  purchased 
a  bank  or  insurance  company  in  the  state  of  Georgia  if  so,  has  that 
kink  a  perpetual  charter  t 
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A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has — I  know  nothing  about  it— the  subject 
oi  such  purchase  has  never  been  agitated  at  the  board  in  my  present*/.. 

Q.  Do  you  know  or  did  you  ever  learn,  that  any  member  or  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  last  legislature  were  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirectiv 
by  agent  or  otherwise,  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  the  stock  of  the  bank 
ot  the  United  States,  while  the  bill  to  charter  that  bank  was  pending, 
•or  immediately  subsequent  to  its  passage. 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

Question  by  Mr.  Gilmore.  Do  you  know  what  course  the  old  bank 
has  adopted  with  regard  to  withdrawing  its  notes  for  circulation,  with¬ 
in  the  time  allowed  by  its  charter  to  wind  up  ? 

A.  The  old  bank  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter  transferred  all  bs 
notes,  specie,  &e.  to  the  new  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  new 
bank-  engaging  to  redeem  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  to  comply  who 
ihe  engagements  of  the  old  bank.  The  notes  of  the  old  batik  are  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  new  bank  as  evidence  of  a  debt,  due  by  the  old  bank  to 
the  holder,  and  which  the  new  bank  has  contracted,  is  bound  to  pav. 

L  he  notes  of  the  old  bank  have  been  cancelled  and  destroyed  ‘by  bun  - 
ing ;  u  large  amount  of  various  denominations  was  not  long  ago  de- 
SLioyed.  ^  it  is  the  intention  oi  the  new  bank  to  cease  issuing  the  notes 
oi  the  old  bank,  as  soon  as  enough  of  the  new  notes  are  signed  lor  cir¬ 
culation.  I  have  understood  that  to  be  the  intention,  from  the  officers 
oi  the  bcifj k* 

In  answer  to  a  question  bv  Mr.  Gilmore,  the  witness  says  :  f  be- 
keve  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  officers,  that  after  the  expiration  of  two 
>ears,  they  will  not  .have  the  right  of  issuing  the  notes  of  the  old  ban!:, 
and  that  they  exercise  that  right  now  by  virtue  of  their  contract  with 
the  Ota  bank.  This  is  my  own  opinion  too. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Johnston .  Were  you  ever  present  at  any  negotiations 
witn  any  mourners  of  either  House,  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of 
stock  m  the  new  bank  ? 

A.  I  was  not.  e 

Q.  Do  you  know  ot  any  stock  having  been  purchased  for  any 
member  in  trust  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

General  Interrogatory.  I  do  not. 

CHEYNE'Y  HICKMAN. 

feworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  28th  February,  1837. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hickman  be  dis- 
charged  when  he  has  signed  the  testimony.  Agreed  to. 

Abraham  Carlisle  being  called  and  affirmed,  testified  as  follows: 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  official  station  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States?  If  so,  state  wnat  it  is,  and  how  long*  you  have  held  it. 

A.  I  am  assistant  to  the  first  book  keeper,  have  held  that  station 
aoout  three  months.  I  was  elected  to  a  station,  in  the  old  bank  ffi 
18oI,  and  have  occupied  most  of  the  lower  stations. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  re¬ 
issued  and  paid  out  in  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  any  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  chartered  by  Congress,  the  charter  of 
which  expired  on  the  third  day  of  March  last?  If  so,  state  when  such 
notes  were  re-issued  or  paid  out,  when  and  what  were  the  respective 
denominations,  and  if  any  was  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollais. 

Ao  They  have  circulated  the  notes  of  the  old  bank,  the  same  as  if 
they  were  the  notes  of  other  hanks,  of  all  denominations,  from  five 
dollars  and  upwards,  including  the  fives. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  pur¬ 
chased  uncurrent  bank  notes  at  a  discount,  or  paid  the  holders  of  any 
notes  of  any  bank  of  this  commonwealth  less  for  them  than  the 
amount  on  the  face  ot  the  notes  ? 

A*  I  do  not. 

Q*  Did  you,  in  the  month  of  November,  1835,  or  at  any  other 
time  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  incorporating  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  tell  Mordeeai  Hart,  or  any  other  person,  that  the  bank 
bill  would  pass  the  legislature — that  the  Senate  was  fixed,  that  Dr. 
Jesse  R.  Burden  would  vote  for  the  bill,  and  that  you  would  bet  upon 
the  truth  of  these  facts?  If  you  did,  state  when  you  told  them  so* 
and  how  you  knew  that  any  of  these  things  were  true,  who  told  you, 
and  when  you  heard  it. 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  did  not  tell  him  so.  If  I  did, 
it  must  have  been  in  a  joking  manner.  I  was  not  serious.  I  heard 
nothing  about  these  facts.  All  that  l  heard,  I  learned  from  the  anti- 
bank  men.  I  heard  them  make  such  assertions  often.  I  did  not 
know  that  the  Senate  was  fixed. 

Q.  In  your  capacity  of  assistant  book  keeper,  have  you  ever  noted 
any  transactions  relative  to  the  purchase  of  a  bank  or  insurance  com¬ 
pany  in  the  state  of  Georgia  or  elsewhere,  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  .  . 

A.  I  have  not.  I  know  nothing  upon  this  subject. 

ABRAHAM  CARLISLE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  28th  February,  1837. 

JOHN  PULL,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carlisle  be  discharged  when  he  has  signed  the 
testimony. 

Agreed  to. 

James  Pc  ale  being  called  and  affirmed,  testified  as  follows: 

Question  by  ike.  Chairman .  Do  you  hold  any  official  station  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  ?  If  so,  state  what  it  is,  and  how  long 
you  have  held  it. 

A.  1  am  third  teller,  have  held  that  situation  since  the  first  of 
January.  I  have  been  employed  in  the  bank  in  different  stations 
since  1817. 
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•  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bank  of  the  TTmW’^n*,  u 
issued  and  paid  out  in  Phitadp'rvSin  r  1  ,  Lnu^d  States  has  re- 

hank  of  the  United  W  u „  ,  P  i  l’  ~  eteewhere>  any  notes  of  the 

expired  on  the  third  dav  of  Ma-ch  hit  1  fr  eharIer  cf  which 

were  re-issued  or  naid  !  f  If  s0>  sla!e  when  such  notes 

tarnations,  and  if  a™  vve  1  “fT*  What  W“S  their  resPecl|ve  deno- 
a  Tin!  dry  were  o t  the  denomination  of  five  do!  hr* 

when  tho  chCtermMpiredn°p?on!ethei0ll  ^  0"  tbe  third  of  “arch- 
other  to  give  them.  Thei  EofiedriK,  goldTnTcoplr  ^  "° 

any  mtcuS  Cl  ^  £"k  f  doited  States  purchased 

hank  notes  of -any  hank  in  tbk  ^  nt’  01  ^31c  ^ie  koiders  of  any 
amount  on  the  face  of  the  notes?™™0*1'^^  ^  foT  lflem  than 

O  nt?  "0t  kf°W  °f  an?  such  transactions. 

ir  5s^*srra 

did  you  receive  letters  in  regard  to  it  f  Pe?°,D  at  Harrisburg,  or 

to  whom,  and  by  whose  request  and  what  ’  ^  f,  When  y°“  wrote’ 
Communications  so  far  as  rpsnp^  fu  Wa?  1  le  nature  of  your 
you  received  letters  or  communication  °  ^narte]r!n^  the  bank,  or  if 

and  what  was  the  nature  of  them  sn  f\°‘  statefrom  whom» 

was  concerned  ?  1  lctl  as  the  chartering  of  the  bank 

Jhnua'rv, "asking  wimt^eT“-When  h®  was  Uf>  here’  about  the  2«lh 
charted.  ^ ^  I  wme t,  t.^Si;VTtrnh^£;nk  W0U,d  * 
edect.  They  are  all  friends  of°m,ne  U  IJ “  1 Hubbe1’  to  the  same 

"g  as  an  officer  or  agent  of  the bank '  I  k®' T su°Sestion- 
*he  three  gentlemen  mentioned  V  u  ,  [ recetved  the  answers  of 
they  thought  the  bank  wnni  1  i  ’  hluubel  and  Mr.  Trego  said 

fiss  said 

5  ttP  a{f"=^ 

ter?  ^  II  they  would  vote  for  its  char- 

o’  I,never  Jinew  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

lushed  agJcTes Toft  dtott  °fdh?  United  Sla,es  bas  -lab- 
if  so,  w  here  are  theyttabfehedT  ***  °f  ,hi;!  s!ala~ 

and  deposiulhev  are'simnl'v  P'  °f.thcsla,e>  bot  no  offices  of  discount 

exchange ;  they  are  located^  Ne^m'’  bUy,'?S  ^  Sil',in!?  biils  ®f 
Other  places.  '  dt  New  °rleans-  Mobile,  New  York  and 

Sta^staf^fS^C  kn<T  ^er  ,he  bank,  of  the  United 

Georgia  or  elsewhere?  ^  ^  °r  lnsuiancec°mpany  in  the  state  of 

nothing  ofit!°1’  *  Secil  U  Stated  in  tho  newspapers,  but  know 
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I 

General  interrogatory.  A.  I  know  of  nothing. 

Correct,  JAMES  PEALI'k  ! 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  28th  February,  1837. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peaie  be  discharged  when  he  has  signed  the 
testimony ;  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  till  half  past  three  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow  afternoon. 


Harrisburg,  March  1,  1837- 
The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Messrs.  Hill,  Rinehart,  Coplan,  Dimock,  Oliver,  Fling. 

William.  Robinson,  Jr.  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Q.  Were  you  at*  Harrisburg  during  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
session  of  1835-0,  snd  at  what  time  did  you  first-  arrive  at  Harris-: 
burg? 

A.  Mr.  Robinson  desired  to  read  as  his  testimony,  and  as  an  an¬ 
swer  to  this  question,  a  statement  in  writing. 

Mr.  Fling  moved  that  Mr.  Robinson  be  permitted  to  read  his  testi¬ 
mony,  as  reduced  to  writing,  and  now  offered  by  him  to  be  read. 


It  was  agreed  to. 


I  arrived  at  this  place  in  the  early  part  oi  the  session  of  183*>-6, 
before  the  hollidavs,  charged  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  1  ittsbuid 
with  memorials  for  the  charter  of  a  new  bank.  My  business  neecs-j 
sarily  directed  my  attention  to  the  composition  of  the  committee  ooj 
banks,  at  the  head  ot  which  I  found  Mr.  Penny  packer  one  of  tholeadj 
jog  friends  of  the  state  administration,  and  soon  discovered  what | 
teamed  before  I  left  home,  as  a  rumour  that  a  charter  for  the  banfej 
of  the  United  States  was  seriously  contemplated  by  the  Inends  of  tWj 
new  administration.  From  conversations  with  various  individual*) 
an  impression  was-  created  in  my  mind,  that  should  such  a  mcasuW 
find  favor  with  the  legislature,  it  would  probably  close  the  door  again*1 
almost,  if  not  all  other  applications  of  like  nature.  I  distinctly  re¬ 
collect  a  conversation  on  that  subject  with  a  highly  respectable  geo 
tie-men  of  Philadelphia,  (though  not  a  member  of  either  House)  tc 
whom  I  stated  nw  apprehensions,  and  that  under  such  a  view  of MW 
case  I  should  be  compelled,  so  far  as  my  influence  might  extend,  W 
resist  the  measure,  unless  assurances  were  given  me  that  no  ot  ?,\ac  . 
to  the  Pittsburg  bank  should  be  interposed  by  the  friends  oi  the  bunt 
of  the  United  States.  I  believe  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  was  addressing 
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Ssleoul/T!^-  ,thaf  flb{ect:  my  object  m  to  make  the  test 
u™  ,w  d,’  t  d'dn0  doubt’ fl'onl  ‘he  political  complexion  ofih- 
House,  hat  such  a  p.oject  would  be  strong,  i  was  reolied  to  that  t  ie-.. 

should  be  no  objection  on  their  part  to  my  aoplica  ion  and  tUt  he 
would  endeavor  to  prevail  on  the  friends  of  that  measure  to  as  f  t  nt 
iwovtded  also  would  aid  them,  to  which  I  assented,  as  off  riU  meTi^ 

,bMy  memoria,s  had  b®cn  presented  and 
,  .„en  10  the  of  the  committee:  in  a  few  dnv s  WiPrvJnrrK, 

ny  hid  was  reported,  the  first  hank  hill  that  session  and" continued 

mtiMtsV  prccedenceofa]1  others,  even  the  bank  of  the  United  StaH- 
.  lts.hnal  passage  through  the  House.  The  arrangement  thn* 

d.hlt’t-  gl"  me,.inI°  Sequent  and  confidential  intercoms 

Jnited  Srate^arU Uemrf  hf  ™  lromoie  the  charter  of  the  hank 

,  ?  3lso  H'1[h  115  friends  m  both  Houses.  ri'he  bill  w-« 

rtKt^"’  and  b0rc  ,he  *itle  *  *  bin  to  re|»aJ  the  state 
...-.  cat  ty  on  the  puolic  improvements  and  for  other  purnoses  -I 

XToft/r^r01  0i'  “  b''nUS  °r  t''v"  mil!iol>  dollars  ;  several 
U;°“  Hf  t:'e  bl11  being  in  my  own  hand  writing.  In  committee  l 

rc-||-tri"ht  ‘o’-  fui'the,'.,ncrfscd- 011  motion*  of  Mr.  gtevens,’  if 
.e“hur5rcdhh^;!i°^^  U!!..ha?^  ‘Housand^  doilafs,  amt 


,  ,  y  . .  11  v  L-  ‘‘uuuifu  inuusann  c 

school  fun 


saro  . . . ~“"10  t  UU11U111  fU  U]e  scncol  lurid  for 

;  *  ^  l011J  ]t  pame  UP  on  second  reading,  much  conversatmr 

xUim  iearin;X’  botn  amongst  the  friends  of  the  measure 


(i  lor  seven 


on  took 


n  •,  “'•v1  1,10  iiiv-uus  or  me  measure 

pit  m'o8:  tr  conce™in3  the  b°nus 

L'U  frrr  bank  °rgilt  ,0  pay’ than  ,h®  fcwlenwn  ofbod 
L  tbc  oen’iemcTfU'l  ‘‘H  dlsl>03llion  !o  a  charter,  {  mn 
other  L'  .'U1..1  [£*•  »s  Lhat  liberty  has  been  taken 


v  were 


Messrs. 


1™°  me  that  wVh^ 

.‘  "n“  ?“  ™ore  ’ban  was  right,  but  that  be  was  not  himself  sufficient 
Lcqummed  with  the  subject  of  banking,  to  judl*e  a-cu-»t-l~  ,.  I  t 

\ou»h'  l°  02  paH  «>'  lhs  charter  of  a’banlf  o?  s„ct 

Was  piescnt  more  than  once  when  ho  was  making  incuires  of 

hina  thft.U'k-1  ,*eBtle.man  of  distinguished  financial  talent.  > 
f Dickey  ,viH  bVhi'Ch  ?Ughtt0  be  demanded.  Mi.  Penrose  and 
L  1|  w  ;  ?.had  ea.r,y  expressed  their  dispbsSion  to  charter  Pm 
’  °  U  d  ,1°  me  thf r  unalterable  resolution  not  to  vote  for  tile 

"  "  bol,?s  was  largely  increased,  (he  latter  holding  out  ile 

IdnoTTUT3’  al,Ch  88  Ibnew  the  bank  could  notVfford  and 
ens\lh?the  ,  "”,|)''eff!n  gaming  ground  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 

•nunicated  tr,  m  P’°ners  of ,'ne  bank  could  yet  pay  more.-  !»■ 

-  K  t0  uh-  U?llac«.  who  was  believed  to  bo  m  then-  U 

bnumW,LaS  rfS°Ud  '?  P‘«  ‘b®  one  hundred  thousand  dollak 
annum  tor  the  school  fund  up  to  twenfv  unn  f  , 

UofthirteenhmKimd  ^ 

|  u  oi  Le  wouid  abandon  the  bill. 


t  U«v  r 
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Mr.  Wallace  remonstrated  strongly  to  the  exaggerated  sum  to  wh 
the  bonus  was  running  by  these  repeated  exactions,  and  stated  that 
bill  had  better  be  at  once  abandoned,  that  the  bank  would  ne 
consent  to  it,  and  that  he  might  as  well  go  home.  There  w 
two  or  three  other  gentlemen  in  the  room  at  the  time.  It  was  s 
gested  by  some  one,  that  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  lor  1 
to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  before  the  hill  was  entirely  abandoi 
consult  with  those  interested  directly.  Mr.  Wallace  prepared  to 
•out  immediately,  and  invited  me  to  accompany  him.  We  were  joi 
<a!so  by  Mr.  Lewis.  About  ten  o’clock  next  morning,  I  met 
"Elihu  Chaim cy  in  the  banking  room,  detailed  the  occurrences  at  E 
-risburg,  and  the  amount  of  bonus-  demanded.  Mr.  Chauncy,  wh 
a  remarkably  mild  man,  replied  with  unusual  vehemence,  that 
one  he  would  never  submit  to  such  an  exaction,  that  it  was  more  1 
ought  to  be  thought,  that  it  had  better  he  given  up  at  once,  thai 
was  done  with  it,  &c.  Mr.  Wallace  coming-in,  I  walked  with  hit 
the  President’s  room,  when  he  communicated  to  Mr.  Biddle  the  \ 
lion  of  things  at  Harrisburg.  Mr.  Biddle  expressed  his  disapp< 
ment  at  the  magnitude  of  the  demands ;  would  not  take  upon  him 
to  sav,  that  with  such  an  amount  of  bonus,  the  charter  would  be 
cepted  by  the  stockholders ;  but  after  a  long  conversation  fin 
concluded  that  as  the  legislature  was  indexable  as  to  their  terms,  i 
might  proceed  with  the  charter,  that  he  would,  if  passed,  submit 
question  to  the  stockholders,  but  would  not  commit  himself  as  to  t 
decision,  though  had  the  terms  as  originally  proposed  been  accede 
he  thought  there  would  have  been  no  doubt.  We  returned, 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Stevens,  were  inserted  in  the  bill 
with  that  amount  passed  both  Houses.  I  was  present  throng 
the  whole  period,  with  the  exception  of  tho  e  few  days  going  to  F 
del phia,  and  state  my  recollection  of  the  progress  and  incidents 
nected  with  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  learn  that  the  bank  of  the  United  S 
would  be  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  and  from  w 
did  you  learn  this  fact?  1 

A.  I  first  learned  it  would  probably  be  incorporated,  from  G( 
Handy,  of  Philadelphia,  the  first  night  after  I  arrived  ;  it  might 
‘however,  have  been  so  soon  after  I  arrived. 

Q.  Had  you  any  communication  from  any  person  previous  to 
leaving  Pittsburg  that  an  application  would  be  made  for  the  ch* 
if  so,  from  whom  ? 

A.  I  had  not. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  from  any  member  of  the  legislature,  c 
directly  oi  indirectly,  that  the  bank  bill  would  probably  pass? 

A.  I  did  not ;  and  I  had  doubts  about  it  until  the  bill  passed.  1 
were  various  opinions  upon  the  subject.. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in  stocks,  and  du 
purchase  largely  of  the  stocks  of  the  United  otaies  bank,  picvic 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  it. 

A.  1  never  was  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in  stocks  till  last  vv 
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giu  be  made^ntf  and ™ LTof  Mr  Lh°^  l.tboafht  somethin- ' 

account  of  these  issues,  and  T  He  0rdered  «oc£ 

baDk  -  9 

!y”° 'Z&TSsaz  5dt,ochi,he  'f  s,atu«.  o:tw  di. 

ts,  previous  to  its  incorporating  t  ?  tJle  Bank  oft he  United 
cro  ts  arising  from  the  participated^ 

•  I  do  nit  , ,ncorPorate  that  institution  ?  Same>  after  lhe  f»s- 

*  held  Stock, Z  panlcta^irtf er  °f,be  Mature,  parch* 

indirect^^e^;:^;^;:™  °f  lb°  S. 


^ou,d  not  ;^zzzt?rr;:  *>  ^T6 

l^voss^i»g^h'knoX:;bn^red,i‘/e^ 


for  the  person  po^T^'-'y  {***,  have  vended '  “J* 

^ote?°/,he  **-£3®  »  haVe  -de  ** 

!ime-  1  eonside  Jd"  |T'chased  and  sold  „  tbe 

«Ssage  of  the  hill.  ”  ‘  s'og!i  a  contingency  ti|j  the 

Uid  you  realize  a  iaro-e  r 

Onited  States  BanU  P  ‘  ‘  ta!s  speculation  in  the  stocks 

•C'7!,Ze  COn!iderabte  Profits. 

ldifeclv'^o"'  'Vhel,10r  an-v  proposition  was  made  ei-l  j- 

>oany  member  0f either  r  ,  -  e“hei'  direct- 

3-V  slloald  ba  beneStted  in  any  ^  jcT,  01  ‘h/  Stature, 
.,  y  /ay’  “  “toy  would  vote  for  the 

y°u  know  anv  other  fnrt  i  , 

:ation.  If  so  state  it?  h’ch  VVou!d  be  evidence  in  (flis 

do  not. 

W.  ROBINSQij  J' 
it  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  1st  March,  Iggj.  ’  ' 

times  moved  that  when  Mr  ''°HN  HlLL> 

nat  he  shall  bo  discharged!  Vcre'dT’  “  SiS0ed  W»  ««* 

omes  moved  that  when  this  • 

*  ‘bo  call  Of  the  chairman!  °0a,mttee  a,JJ&urB>  i»  adjourn  to 
as  Agreed  to. 

"ion  the  commitie  adjourned. 
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Harrisburg ,  March  1 1 ,  1837- 

The  committee  meet  pursuant  to  the  call  of  tin 
Messsrs.  Hill,  James,  Parker,  Gilmore, -Oliver,  Johnson,  \u  D, 

Ian  and  Dimoclu 

Mr,  E.  F.  Penavpacker,  being-recalled  before  the  committee. 

f*  i  1  _  I  I'Yl 


■esei 

Co] 


RJtl-a  JJi»  X  •  *  T 

nr  thorp  anv  part  of  the  internal  improv 

Which  you  expected  to  deny*  particular  bet: 

fill  1netn]  The  benefits  contei 

JL  I  expected  to  realize  no  local  hcnetitb. 

pWed  were  general.  ^  ^  much  wa?  ;in  the  ta 

a„d  *bt  to  be  paid,  at  the  time  the  bank  bill  was 

ported,  and  the  means  ol  the  sate  to  («>.  The  cannl  a 

.f*  1  ?i"  h UT'UtaTwM  about  twenty-two  millions  ofdotla 
rtul  road  debt  at  that  ti  -  message  was  received  m 

1  think  on  the  14th  of  January  a  n ussa  u  rq)OTt  fr 

House  of  Repr»en..t.ves  iro  njh  ,  pernor  „ 

the  Auditor  general,  ‘hat  ou  th.  -  .  Jre(,  aBd  fifty  thoust 

would  be  a  deficiency  o  a  ..  da  vs  after  -a  low  authoris 
dollars,  to  men  the  demands.  A  let day  sa It ^  ^  ^ 

have  had  to  be  paid  by  o, 

wSrfany  of  this  debt  of  twenty- 

■nulHonf,  paid  by  the  bonus  of  the  bank  . 

t  lytTmt.  What  would  it  cost  to  pay  for  the  work  con. 
^0At  W  much  money  wasabsolutely  nppropri 

of^mol:  There  was  about  *150*00  to 
'JLSfcS  much  was  appropriated  to  common  scho 

Branch,  was  upwatdso  v-  ,  b  ,  Baiiv’s  estimate  of  the  Go 

extension,  abont  $o,UlKV'uu. 

?»!«  — «  f  *>  k 

last  year?  j 

qX1  Mr.  Johnston.  a  “  ofTh^oriSn^l  d‘^igo 

STS  35S»y  -  *  ■>*"”  «  - 

improvements. 
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Q‘%  -Vr.  Gilmore.  IVas  #ilp  n  . 

I  :^.r 

„  A-  f  hsd  heard  it  contemofaied  ,  ,  a 

■Works.  UW“efed  ,hem>-  'hey  moved  with  „  ‘."A  form«' 


?->res  «o  »or  do  ThEt  fn  «•*,  b« 

Works.  uered  ,hem  ’•  'hey  moved  with  „  Ladv  e  b*+- 

!  Q.  /„,  Mr.  /w.  .  n.4  •  eye  lo  'heso 

i*7  t  y°U  "0t  V0!°  for  appropriations  to  better 

Q-  d/".  Parker.  Was  it  not  , 

2  s  rsh  ihe  ^ 

JSfiSM®*--***  '' 

f  'he^pTroprimlon?'"1'  ‘V°''ks  WCre  ■  Progress  when  y0|> 

finished  work; 

-  -d  subscribed  berore  me  the  n^t 

UJe  IUb  March,  183 7, 

r  T  ,  JOHN  HIT  T  rf-'IL  • 

|ir.  Johnston  moved  that  M»  p,.n„  ,  Lfeturman, 

^gned  his  testimony.  '  **  ^rged  when  ho 


£ 


”AR“S  ®*  Bo“"  heitig  called  and  affirmed  ,,  ,T  . 

\  h  Mr.  fiiU.  \V\ n  .  ’  tSf,fied  a»  follows: 


^il»sasr;7- 

1 S  s: ™ £&.■*»  *  ■" «- 

'•teber  I  was  here  m  Janoaty/fS  8m  f^'tve,  I  ca 

ta”“  »* 

St.  •Ion  OI  aay.  thing  in  which  ,  .  . 

n;u  d  a  Personal 

yu,  ihe  sui^  J  hmnefc  of  the  |egis. 

-  —ions  with  &  member' of 

i  v  rj 
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wnefally  the  members  of  each  house;  I  knew  them  gene! ally  ,‘m 
*  instances  mv  opinion  was  invited  by  members  of  both  homes 
7  Were  you  engaged  by  any  person  connected  with  the  bank  o 
lheQUnUe^  States,  tS  furttef  the  appKcation  for  a  charter  by  that  ms., 

tution  I  If  so,  by  whom.- 

a  pTd  7011  coi respond  .*  m,  ,»m  of  *« 

.T.oriAt  If  .«  A  >"ko“-  Wl"  * 

-f  i”LS“iZ3«  ”  n.  0,  »„  of  Ho  oKoor.  of  «»«  WJr 

Q.  Did  you  not  deal  to  a-  considerable  extent  in  the  slock  oi  .hat 

iD Tltav’e  bought  and  sold  move  or  less  of  it  for  the  last  ten  yea*- 
Q.  Did  you  never  purchase  or  engage  to  purchase  s  oc  <  . 

of  said  bank,  or  in  any  other  way,  for  any  person  hes.des  you,sc.; 
d„rh,g  the  time  you  were  in  Hatrubarg,  or  in  the  month  beta.-  1.  Hu 

Whl"lTeferSmaPdTpurllmSes  that  l  recollect  of,  for  any  body  but 
mys«lf;  I  have  made  purchases  in  which  others  were  m  -res.t  , 

.»>- 1— ■' «  “f  3. 

fesSSK 

stock  of  said  institution  1  If  so,  who  weie  the)  . 

a  by' mT Gilmore.  Do  you  know  whether  any  member j  °f 
lemslature  made  money  bv  the  increase  in  the  valued  lie  y  -- - 

f:.y  - 

"t  gats 

States  has  dealt  in  deposited  bank  notes,  or  shaved  such  notes.  .j 

o"  6?,°j|/rd Jcmtes.  Did  you  know  of  any  one  that  was  here  in  pay 
of^lie  hank  d^nng  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  whdst  the  char- 
ter  was  under  consideration  ! 

a  LfrW.  Did  you  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  suffer 

J-Z&S*:*-*  “  . . . 

Stock,  consequent  on  the  passage  oi  .he  }1  '  ^RLES  j.  BOHEN. 

A.  I  did  not. 

Sworn  anil  subscribed  before  me,  the  13th  March,  1837. 
bwoin  anu  I0HN  HIDL,  Chairman. 

Mr  Gilmore  moved  that  when  Mr.  Bohen  has  signed  his  testimon; 
o’clock. 


49 


Harrisburg,  March  13,  1837. 


«  p ZTf  M' •«■ 

ver  and  Johnston.  ’  rarker>  rlmg,  James,  Oh- 


George  M.  Kicking  being  called  and  affirmed,  testified  as  follows: 

n  h*.  71 TT*  If  t-v 


7  UO  IVllUYTOd 

Q»  yy  A/r.  Hill.  Do  vou  know  ,inv  tKin«  r  , 

“IT!8  notWhi0h  the  ba"k  Char‘“  'vasSob°tIined?m  6’ 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  the  Bank  of  the  TTn.'t *a  Qf  ♦ 

received  uncurrent  bank  notes  on  deposite.  United  States, 

A.  1  have  not. 

VestigafionT  kD°W  °f ' 3Dy  ****  that  wou,d  evidence  in  this  in- 
A'  1  do  not •  GEO.  M.  HICKLING. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  March  11,  1837. 

j  JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 

Mr.  James  moved  that  Mr.  Hicklmtr  a:  u  , 
signed  his  testimony.  Agreed  to’  S  iarged  when  he  has 


,owTriA"  W‘  ABB°TTi  being  C8lIed  aDd  aff'™ed,  testified  as  fob 


of  'be  *«*  of  the 

banks  at  a  discount  f  un‘-“«ent  cotes,  or  the  notes  of  other 

o'  ?b<Man^Dever  t<xdc  tkem  from  me. 

in  this  investi'gafion  ?  D°  y°“  kD°W  thing  lha‘  would  be  evidence 
A.  I  do  not. 

ti;r  “  °' 

to  a  broker.  ^  d  the  d,scount’  whether  to  a  bank,  or 

ind  get  'The  uncurrent  no^dkcounted803^/!8'141^  g°  3  broker> 
eed  into  the  bank  ?  ted, and  dePoslt  the  money  recei- 

A.  It  is  the  practice. 

A.'  JaTob  Winchester  °f  ^  C‘*k  referred  to? 


4 
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q  ^/r.  English  Is  it  not  usual  for  merchants  to  have  a  know- 

ledge  of  the  losses  they  sustain  in  the  way  of  discount  l 

A.  I  suppose  it  is.  « 

q.  by  Mr.  English.  How  much  have  you  lost  m  this  way  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know.  ,  .  ,  .  .. 

O.  by  Mr.  English.  Did  you  ever  send  your  clerk  with  uncur¬ 
rent  bank  notes,  to  the  Bank  bf  the  United  States,  to  be  deposited, 
with  a  knowledge  that  they  would  take  them  at  a  discount . 

A.  I  cannot  say  1  ever  did.  wM  w.  ABBOTT.  - 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  Hth  March,  1837. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 

Mr!  Johnston  moved,  that  Mr.  Abbott  be  discharged  when  he  has 
signed  his  evidence.  Agreed  to. 

Mobdecai  Hart  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

sixes; 

-nth  of  November,  or  there- 

at  A ‘Inlhe6  month  o3f5November  1835,  I  met  Mr.  Carlisle,  after 

the  h,p.  H0*  ^Pennsylvania.  Said  I,  is  that  a  fact? 

v  §et  ** But  X  said  we  had  our  democratic  Senators  to  interpose 
Yes,  Hid  *e.  But 1  Senate,  that  matter  is  already  fixed, 

to  prevent  it.  He  sa.d  as  to  the  &  >  when  j ^ „ 

and  as  to  Jesse  R.  Burden,  you  w  yQU  are  raakiag  a 

fidence  m  ^e  Senate.  th  P  question  was  pending,  I 

“and  gave h"m  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  matter, 

«'• c-"* 

aS  LeUeroi°J-  K.  Burden  read,  dated  February  11, 1836. 

Mobdecai  Hart,  Esq.,  .  s  j  feel  greatfut  for 

Dear  Sir:- 1  received  yours  oHhe 9^^  ^  consid|ratioll)  re. 

gardless  ofccSequenc'es  to  myself  taken  ^XSher^^ 
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and  personal  friends  differ  and  continue  to  differ  with  me  in  opinion, 
they  will  ascribe  that  difference  to  honest  and  disinterested  judgment. 

You  say  that  “  two  months  since,”  a  clerk  of  the  United  States 
bank  told  you  I  had  been  secured  by  improper  means,  you  ought  to 
have  communicated  this  to  me  at  the  time,  I  ask  you  to  name  the 
person  to  me  by  return  mail,  that  I  may  take  immediate  measures  to 

orhff  my  repUtatlon’  whlch  t0  me  is  more  valuable  than  property 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Vh  11(,  in„  J.  R.  BURDEN, 

February  11/7/,  1836. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Fling.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Carlisle  say  the  vote  of  Dr. 
burden  was  secured  by  improper  means? 

A.  He  said  Dr.  Burden  was  secured. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilmore.  What  reason  did  yon  give  in  your  reply  to 
him  before^  ^  Burden  jUSt  rea<J>  for  not  mentioning  the  matter  to 

A.  I  gave  no  reason— T  called  once  at  his  father’s  house  to  see  him. 
blit  he  was  not  in. 

Q.by  Mr.  Gilmore.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Carlisle 
on  this  subject  since?  * 

.  A;  1  }mij'  Abou,ti  two  months  since,  he  called  on  me  and  stated 
tnat  he  had  been  called  to  an  account  for  some  conversation  between 
him  and  myself  He  thought  there  must  be  a  mistake  on  mv  side 
with  regard  to  that  conversation.  I  enquired  of  him  wheat  conversa¬ 
tion  he  meant,  as  it  did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  moment.  He  then 
spoke  of  this  case  I  have  now  been  relating.  He  wished  me  to 
unsay  what  I  had  been  saying.  I  told  him  rirat  I  had  stated  no- 
thm^but  the  facts,  and  that  they  must  stand  as  they  were.  1  also 
said  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  what  had  passed  between  us 
and  after  the  bank  had  been  chartered  I  had  never  given  it  a  second 
thought.  After  pressing  me  some  time  to  give  him  a  writing-,  that 
1  was  under  a  mistake,  he  said  “ I  hope  you  will  consider  the  matter,  and 
i  will  see  you  again.  ’  I  did  not  see  him  again. 

t,  Gllmcr*-  Did  Mr.  Carlisle  say  in  his  last  conversation 

that  JJr.  Burden  was  not  secured  ? 

A.  He  said  nothing  about  that  matter;  he  denied  havino-  had  the 
conversation,  and  wanted  me  to  sign  a  paper  to  that  effect,  to  prevent 
him  from  being  injured  in  the  estimation  of  the  bank. 

Q.  by  the  same.  Were  you  and  Mr.  Carlisle  in  the  habit  cf  talking 
on  political  matters  ?  ‘  ** 

Were*  ,We  are  on  different  sides  and  near  neighbours,  and 
often  bad  pretty ^sharp .conversations.  I  did  not  consider  this  a  joke . 

Q.  by  Mr.  HiU.  What  business  does  Mr.  Carlisle  follow  ? 

A.  i  believe  he  is  a  clerk  in  the  bank  of  the'  United  States. 

■ VA  .*  Johnston'  Why  did  you  state  to  Dr.  Burden  that  Car¬ 

lisle  had  said  he  was  bribed? 


52 


A.  I  considered  that  by  saying  he  was  secured ,  he  meant  the  same 
thing  as  to  say  he  was  bt  ibed. 

Q.  by  Mr .  Oliver .  Do  I  not  understand  you  to  say  Carlisle  and 
you  were  on  good  terms,  and  often  quizzed  each  other  on  political 
subjects. 

A.  We  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  so. 

Q.  by  the  same .  Did  Carlisle  say  any  thing  to  you  about  repealing 
the  state  tax,  and  extending  the  improvements  of  the  state  ? 

A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  the  whole  title  of  the  bill  ? 

A.  No.  He  only  told  me  the  United  States  bank  would  get  a 
charter. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Parker .  Did  you  think  Carlisle  was  acting  on  his  own 
responsibility,  or  as  the  agent  of  the  bank  ? 

A.  I  only  thought  there  was  some  foul  play  going  on. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Johnston.  When  you  named  Mr.  Carlisle  to  Dr.  Burden 
as  the  author  of  the  report,  did  you  request  him  not  to  commence  suit 
against  him  ? 

A.  I  think  I  told  him  as  the  matter  was  now  past,  I  hoped  it  would 
be  dropped,  and  put  him  to  no  trouble. — I  have  no  distinct  recollection 
about  this  matter. 

Q.  by  the  same .  Did  Carlisle  mention  whether  he  heard  that  Bur¬ 
den  was  secured? 

A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilmore.  When  he  told  you  Dr.  Burden  was  secured, 
did  it  not  excite  your  curiosity  to  enquire  how  he  knew  it? 

A.  I  think  I  did  not,  nor  did  Carlisle  inform  me.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  conversation  between  us,  but  I  have  forgotten  it. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Johnston  When  did  this  conversation  occur  ? 

A.  As  we  were  on  our  way  home,  on  the  street,  we  stopped  op¬ 
posite  Weaver’s,  a  celebrated  Jackson  house,  and  it  took  place  there. 
No  person  was  present  during  this  conversation.  It  took  place  on 
Friday  afternoon,  and  the  following  Sunday  I  mentioned  it  to  Peter 
Beber,  a  clerk  in  the  Mechanic’s  bank,  and  asked  his  advice  about 
what  I  ought  to  do. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Parker.  Was  this  conversation  before  the  meeting  of 
the  legislature  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect;  it  was  in  the  month  of  November. 

Q.  Had  you  any  intimate  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Burden,  and  had 
you  opportunities  to  tell  him  what  you  had  heard  ? 

A.  I  had  a  political  acquaintance  with  him  before  he  went  for  the 
hank,  but  never  since.  I  once  called  to  see  him,  but  did  not  find  him 
at  home.  MORDECAI  HART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  11th  March,  1837. 

JOHN  HILL.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Coplan  moved  that  Mr.  Hart  be  discharged  when  be  has  signed 
his  testimony. 

Agreed  to. 
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,,nd  Seme<]  a  from  RobettT.  Bicknell,  which 

Relrri  :fMMrncopian’ and  ^  ^ 

*i^t,euer  b,:~^ 

Mr.  Hill,  Philadelphia,  March  ,9,  1337. 

Chairman  of  the  Bank  Instigation  committee. 

-Uear  Sir: — The  undersigned  bavino-  tn  n\  - 
appear  before  the  bank  committee  nnrl  /j  d summoned  to 
his  business  at  this  time,  without  Vreat  f  **  lmPossikle  to  leave 
well  as  pecuniary  loss,  begs  leave  * mn-t  p0lSOna/!  ^convenience,  as 
committee,  that  he  is  not  of  his  own  knmfl^60^  ^  !°  state  to  the 
fact  calculated  to  affect  the  result  of  the  •  V  P  ac^uamteci  with  any 
m  relation  to  the  bank  of  the Cted  in  progress 

j'e  srime  months  since,  through  the  coffimTof  k  *S  h°wevar’  *™e  that 
ter,  preferred  a  charge  (soN?  a  mJiTh  f  ,h  ,PaPer— The  Repor- 
himself  and  the  bank,)  agatW  ttefALl"? ^ry  in  business,  between 
sary  to  repeat.  That  charge  was  made?  0"’  W  ,f  is  urineces- 
tnformation,  received  from  a  number  ofhipR?/™816  fll  confi(tential 
lb,s  c“y.  the  truth  or  falsity  of  which  tL  - '  resPec'able  merchants 
test  affirm.  The  subscriber  cannot  ffirnish  m- °f  the  bank  «»> 
the  subject,  and  therefore  believe  that  his  ^  y  add^ona.1  I;ght  upon 
he  dispensed  with.  But  it  the  eammitid  di”06  at  Harrisburg,  may 
will  feel  bound  to  obey.  It  would  be  a  \  ' !  persls!’  of  cou^e  he 
lournulists  of  this  country,  if  they  we^d  L  ‘t  Pf6  lndeed>  r°r  the 
tible  or  be  subjected  to  the  inconvenience  oA  rf,rSOnal,y  resP™- 
lundred  miles,  because  of  the  various  -hi  f  travel,mg  one  or  two 

>er  to  publish  against  public  men  or  public  institutions  ‘h'nk  Pr°' 

W  Ith  senl,mfnte  or  the  highest  respect, 

1  am,  respectfully. 

On  motion,  KOBERT  T.  BICKNELL. 

h^rman?d’  ^  ^  commi,tee  adJ™rn  to  meet  on  the  call  of  the 
Agreed  to. 


The  committee  met  pursuant  to  ffieTaSf  ffi  ^  I837‘ 

fsrs-  Hill,  Coplan,  James,  Dimock OhvL ’f  ‘  !e  cha‘™an-Present, 
imore  and  English.  * °  ’  * ling>  Parker,  Johnston, 

Ws“AM  ^  BBEOTI‘Y’  Jb‘  bei"g  <=aHed  and  affirmed,  testified  as 
3.  h  Mr.  Hill.  Did  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ever  take  from 
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you,  on  deposite  or  otherwise,  any  notes  of  other  banks,  at  less  than 

their  par  value  on  the  face  of  the  notes  .  . 

A.PThe  old  bank  of  the  United  States,  chartered  by  Congress, >  hj“ 
done  so  and  for  a  short  time  after  the  new  bank  was  chartered  V 
Pennsylvania,  the  clerks  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  >t  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  officers.  The  practice  of  doing  it  was  d'spontinue 
I  think  in  May  or  June  last,  though  I  am  not  positive  as  to  dates. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Johnston.  How  do  you  know  the  clerks  took  this  money 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  bank . 

A.  The  Clerks  told  me  so,  7 

Q.  by  Mr.  Hill.  What  notes  did  they  take,  and  what  amount . 

A.  Principally  Pittsburg  notes,  at  one  per  cent.,  being  °ne-f°urth 
or  one-half  per  cent,  less  than  the  market  rates  of  discoun  jhey 
took  it  as  an  accommodation  to  customers,  to  any  amount,  from  5UU 

to  $10,000.  In  all  other  eases  they  declined.  , . . 

Q.  by  Mr.  Gilmore.  What  did  the  clerks  tell  you  about  this  takmB 

ofuncurrent  notes^e  ^  d;J  .{  ;th*u’t  the  knoweldge  of  the  officers. 

This  was  after  they  had  discontinued  the  practice  ;  Mr.  I  ings  was 
the  receiving  clerk.  He  was  a  clerk  in  the  old  bank. 

Q.  by  #r.  Coplan.  How  often  did  the  new  bank  take  from  you 

SU  A.1*  Very  often,  until  about  June  last,  but  since  that  they  have  refus- 

ed  to  take  it  from  me,  and  also  from  others.  1 

Q.  by  Mr.  Parker.  Do  other  city  banks  take  such  notes . 

A.  I  have  heard  that  one  bank  was  m  the  habit  of  doing  it. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Fling.  For  whom  did  you  deposite  these  notes 
\  For  Win.  A.  Budd  ;  He  was  a  broker  and  considered  it  an 
vantage  to  have  it  done  by  the  bank.  The  notes  we  sent  to  him  to  be 
discounted  by  correspondents  in  New  York  and  elsewhere. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Fling.  Has  the  bank  solicited  this :  business . .  I 

A.  It  has  not ;  I  have  had  to  coax  them  to  do  it  for  me ,  I  mea 
the  clerks  of  the  bank ;  it  was  taken  as  an  accommodation  to  the 

tomers  and  not  as  a  favor  to  the  bank.  (i  n 

Q.  by  Mr.  Hill.  When  did  the  clerks  tell  you  they  too,,  these 

notes  without  the  knowledge  of  the  officers. 

A.  It  was  a  few  days  ago ;  I  had  no  occasion  to  ask  them  beloie. 

They  assigned  no  reasons  for  taking  them.  ^  ENTLBYj  jB. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  14th  March,  1837. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 


On  motion,  Mr.  Brently  be  discharged,  when  he  has  signed  his 
testimony.  Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore,  it  was, 


Resolved,  That  this  committee  adjourn  to  meet  to  morrow 


at  3 


o’oleck.  Agreed  to. 


n  .  March  15,  1837. 

Committee  met.  Present  Messrs.  Hill,  Coplan  and  Fling. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fling,  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Chair- 


Oli  “  E“i  “  *•  a™,  Oing, 

limted  States,  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  this  ^  f  hS 
cept  by  the  votes  of  the  two  Houses  and  the  stature  of  the  Gover' 
nor  ;  does  not  know  that  any  of  the  members  of  th»  L  V  Gl Dver" 
individually  benefited  by  the  passage  0f  the  bark  hm  f !ature’.were 
of  any  thing  relative  to  the  incorporettn  of  the  Bank  ofe^n0nknO': 

impUcate  the  conduct 

q  °  /  .  RICHARD  PELTZ. 

worn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  16th  March  1837. 

JOHN  HILL,  Chairman. 


March  18,  1837. 

I  he  committee  met  pursuant  to  call  of  the  chair. 

Present,  Messrs.  Hill,  Coplan,  James  Dimock,  Oliver. 

John  Ulkich  called  and  affirmed,  testified  as  follows : 

tire  to  Ih5m IAlU'  PleaSet3  state  whether  you  know  any  thincr  rela 
tne  to  the  mode,  manner  and  means  by  which  the  hanh  i  ?  , 

session  was  obtained,  that  would  implicate  .he  bank  nr  t  rte,‘' kst 
any  member  of  the  legislature  ?  P  k’  °r  lts  aSents>  or 

A.  I  do  not  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

n  JOHN  ULRICH, 

u  motion,  the  witness  was  discharged 

dm^m™!™’  ^  C°mmi‘tee  adJ0urned>  to  meel  ”P°»  the  call  of  the 
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